MCDOWELL 


REYNOLDS  H1STOR1CM. 
genealogy  collectioai 


RUTHERFORD 


COUNTY 


NORTH  CAROLINA 


gr“jii 
RIVER  « 


^  I 


I 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2018 


https://archive.org/details/raleighrutherforOOhayn 


The  crescents  show  growing  distinction  and  affluence. 

The  stork,  strength  and  fidelity,  the  snake,  wisdom. 

This  was  granted  prior  to  the  time  when  mottoes  were  used, 
as  these  became  the  custom  about  the  seventeenth  century. 

Reproduced  fro?n  a  painting  by  Hazel  Haynes  Bridges. 


I 


I 


Raleigh  Rutherford  Haynes 


COPYRIGHT  1954  -  BY  MRS.  GROVER  C.  HAYNES,  SR. 


THE  MILLER  PRINTING  COMPANY,  ASHEVILLE 


IV 


Raleieh  Rutherford  Haynes 

1851-1917 


Raleigh  Rutherford 
Haynes 

A  History  of 

H  is  Life  and  Achievements 


By  Mrs.  Grover  C.  Haynes,  Sr. 
Cliff  side,  North  Carolina 


CONTENTS 


2045350 


Foreword  .........  IX 

Chapter  One . 1 

Chapter  Two . 3 

Chapter  Three  ........  5 

Chapter  Four . 7 

Chapter  Five  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  11 

Chapter  Six . 13 

Chapter  Seven . 15 

Chapter  Eight . 25 

Chapter  Nine  ........  27 

Chapter  Ten . 29 

Chapter  Eleven . 32 

Chapter  Twelve . 34 

Chapter  Thirteen . 36 

Chapter  Fourteen . 38 

Chapter  Fifteen . 40 

Chapter  Sixteen . 49 

Chapter  Seventeen . 51 

Chapter  Eighteen . 53 

Chapter  Nineteen . 55 

Chapter  Twenty . 65 

Chapter  Twenty-One . 67 

Chapter  Twenty-Two . 69 

Chapter  Twenty-Three . 71 

Chapter  Twenty-Four  ......  81 

Chapter  Twenty-Five . 83 

Chapter  Twenty-Six . 86 

Chapter  Twenty-Seven . 88 

Chapter  Twenty-Eight . 93 


Foreword 


In  writing  this  little  history  of  Raleigh  Rutherford  Haynes, 
I  realize  that  on  the  printed  page  his  life  story  can  be  told  only 
in  a  feeble  way  at  best.  It  is  already  written  on  the  hearts  of 

all  who  knew  him. 

I  was  able  to  compile  some  of  the  information  by  having 
access  to  the  Haynes  family  records,  reference  to  biographical 
sketches  of  his  life  from  various  newspapers,  and  much  of  it 
from  my  own  personal  recollections. 

To  the  memory  of  Raleigh  Rutherford  Haynes,  his  wife, 
Amanda  Carpenter  Haynes,  their  three  deceased  children, 
Robert,  Sara  and  Grover  (my  beloved  husband)  and  to  the 
remaining  living  members  of  his  family,  I  dedicate  this  little 

book. 

Mrs.  Grover  C.  Haynes,  Sr. 
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Chapter  One 


SoME  years  prior  to  1880,  Rutherford  County  in 
the  state  of  North  Carolina  was  a  wooded  area  with  small 
farms  scattered  here  and  there.  Agriculture,  such  as  it  was, 
brought  to  the  hard  working  farmers  enough  income  to  live 
on,  but  that  was  about  all. 

There  was  a  great  waste  of  virgin  timber,  as  it  was  con¬ 
stantly  cut  away  to  give  more  scope  to  farm  lands.  Chief  crops 
were  mostly  grain  feed  for  farm  animals,  a  little  wheat  for  flour, 
a  little  corn  for  meal,  and  a  vegetable  garden  for  the  family. 

The  farmers  used  methods  as  modern  as  the  times  justified, 
which  to  each  farmer  seemed  good  enough.  There  were  no 
farm  programs  to  include  agricultural  education,  no  commercial 
fertilizers,  no  drainage,  no  electricity  and  no  farm  machinery 
other  than  the  plow  and  the  pitch  fork  and  a  few  other  hand 
implements. 

Soil  conservation  was  unheard  of.  Soil  erosion  was  active. 
When  one  field  washed  away  it  was  abandoned.  Timber  was 
cut  and  another  piece  of  land  was  exposed,  and  after  the  stumps 
were  burned,  the  piece  was  laid  ready  for  farming.  There  were 
no  hospitals  to  take  care  of  the  sick  and  to  cut  down  the  death 
rate.  The  country  doctor  worked  as  hard  or  harder  than  the 
farmers,  driving  his  horse  over  rugged,  muddy  roads  to  minister 
to  the  sick.  There  were  no  telephones  to  link  together  the  scat¬ 
tered  farm  homes. 


Little  did  the  folks  of  that  time  dream  that,  within  the  span 
of  not  too  many  years,  industrial  plants,  railroads,  automobiles 
and  paved  highways  would  come  to  change  their  mode  of  living 
and  bind  the  small  communities  closely  together  and  bring  them 
into  the  mainstream  of  modern  life. 
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Chapter  Two 


Rutherford  County  is  today  pulsating  with 

the  life  of  many  textile  industries.  It  has  been  a  part  of  the 
great  American  frontier  for  industrial  development.  Its  past 
speaks  for  itself  and  for  those  men  coming  from  good  solid 
American  ancestry  who  pioneered  the  first  textile  industries 
in  the  county. 

Among  the  names  of  these  the  name  of  Raleigh  Rutherford 
Haynes  stands  out  as  a  great  pioneer,  a  financier,  a  planner 
and  a  builder. 

He  was  born  June  30,  1851  to  Charles  Hodge  Haynes  and 
Sarah  Walker  Haynes  in  the  small  community  of  Ferry,  N.  C. 
in  Rutherford  County.  He  was  the  oldest  son  in  a  family  of 
eight  children.  At  the  age  of  seven  years  he  was  suddenly  faced 
with  the  death  of  his  father,  and  at  this  tender  age  a  man’s 
responsibilities  fell  on  his  shoulders. 

His  mother,  with  eight  children  to  rear  and  care  for,  needed 
the  help  of  the  older  children.  Shouldering  his  responsibilities, 
Raleigh  took  charge  of  the  farm  and  became  provider  for  the 
family  under  the  wise  guidance  of  his  mother. 

The  house  in  which  he  was  born  still  stands  at  Ferry — a 
significant  land  mark  in  that  community.  It  is  well  built  with 
log  walls  covered  with  weather  boarding,  and  today  is  in  a  well 
preserved  state.  On  the  surrounding  grounds  was  a  nearby 
spring  where  the  family  connections  used  to  gather  for  picnics 
and  family  reunions. 
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His  mother  was  a  woman  devoted  to  a  religious  faith  that 
carried  her  over  the  hard  difficult  years  following  her  husband’s 
death.  She  reared  her  children  to  read  the  Bible  and  attend 
church.  She  instilled  in  them  the  principles  of  character  build¬ 
ing,  and  they  grew  up  with  these  attributes  molded  into  their 
lives. 

The  eight  children,  in  order  of  their  ages  were:  Letitia  (Mrs. 
Christopher  Carpenter),  Eva  (Mrs.  Holloway  Wall)  Cordova 
(Mrs.  Gaither  Kennedy)  Raleigh,  Wayne,  John,  Perry  and 
Jenny  (Mrs.  Robert  Kennedy). 

In  this  environment,  the  boy  Raleigh  grew  to  manhood. 
Little  did  he  or  anyone  else  dream  of  the  many  achievements 
ahead  of  him.  In  later  years,  it  was  destined  that  he  would, 
by  his  own  abilities  and  efforts,  become  known  far  and  wide 
as  a  leading  figure  in  the  textile  development  of  Rutherford 
County. 

His  boyhood  days  were  spent  at  the  farm  where  he  was 
born.  He  and  his  brothers  and  sisters  attended  the  school 
nearby,  learning  and  absorbing  what  the  school  had  to  offer — 
the  boys  combining  it  with  their  knowledge  of  farming.  So, 
without  a  formal  education  as  we  think  of  it  today,  Raleigh 
Haynes  became  one  of  the  best  informed  men  of  his  time  with 
a  far-reaching  vision  that  stood  him  in  good  stead  in  later  life. 

Charles  Hodge  Haynes,  the  father  of  R.  R.  Haynes  was  a 
deputy  sheriff  of  Rutherford  County. 

His  records  were  kept  in  a  home-made  container,  con¬ 
structed  of  hand-woven  cloth.  It  was  divided  by  seams  into 
pockets,  each  marked  with  a  letter  of  the  alphabet,  in  which 
the  records  were  kept  in  an  orderly  manner.  This  container 
is  among  the  Haynes  family’s  mementos,  and  the  dates  on 
some  of  the  records  indicate  it  is  much  over  100  years  old. 
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Chapter  Three 


In  THOSE  days  farmers  knew  little  or  nothing  of 
cotton  or  how  to  grow  it.  They  knew  even  less  of  its  possibil¬ 
ities,  or  the  part  it  would  later  play  in  the  leading  industry  of 
Rutherford  County. 

Perhaps  in  Raleigh  Haynes*  mind,  he  had  dreams  that  some 
day  this  basic  and  vital  product  of  the  earth  would  be  a  leading 
factor  in  his  plans.  He  began  to  think  of  this,  and  no  doubt 
surmised  that  with  a  knowledge  of  what  it  took  to  make  it 
grow  and  produce,  North  Carolina  soil  was  the  place  to 
start.  The  more  he  thought  about  it,  the  more  he  was  deter¬ 
mined  to  do  something  about  it.  So,  at  the  age  of  twenty  years, 

he  started  out  on  this  venture. 

In  Union  County  in  South  Carolina  he  found  that  he  could 
learn  much  about  the  culture  of  cotton.  He,  with  one  of  his 
brothers  worked  and  farmed  there  for  about  two  years.  He 
learned  all  he  could  about  how  to  cultivate  cotton,  and  then 
returning  to  his  Ferry  home  he  put  into  practice  the  knowledge 
he  had  gained. 

This  prepared  the  way  for  others  to  follow,  and  in  the  course 
of  time  cotton  fields  began  to  spring  up  where  less  profitable 
crops  had  grown. 

Their  sister,  Cordova,  who  later  married  Gaither  Kennedy, 
went  to  South  Carolina  with  them,  and  kept  house  for  them. 
During  the  time  they  lived  there  R.  R.  Haynes  contracted 
what  was  commonly  called  chills  and  fever.  Even  though  he 
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felt  quite  ill  at  times,  he  managed  to  keep  working.  The  effects 
of  the  illness  lasted  for  some  years  afterwards. 

Another  sister,  Jenny,  married  Robert  C.  Kennedy,  who 
was  no  relation  to  Gaither  Kennedy.  Both  of  these  brothers- 
in-law  worked  for  R.  R.  Haynes  for  some  years.  Gaither  Ken¬ 
nedy  was  a  charter  stockholder  in  the  organization  of  Cliffside 
Mills. 
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Chapter  Four 


In  1874  R.  R.  Haynes  was  married  to  Amanda 
Loretta  Carpenter,  daughter  of  Tennessee  Carpenter,  who  lived 
not  many  miles  away.  Eight  children  were  born  to  them.  In 
order  of  their  ages  they  are  as  follows: 

Florence  Haynes  Jenkins 
Robert  E.  Haynes 
Chas.  H.  Haynes 
Sara  Haynes  Love 
Walter  H.  Haynes 
Grover  C.  Haynes 
Eula  Haynes  Shull 
Virginia  Haynes  Caldwell 

The  house  in  which  Amanda  Carpenter  was  born  was  orig¬ 
inally  built  and  owned  by  her  grandfather,  George  Suttle.  His 
will  provided  that  his  wife  remain  in  possession  of  his  property 
during  her  life  time  for  the  support  of  herself  and  the  children. 
At  her  death  the  property  was  to  be  sold  and  the  proceeds 

divided  equally  among  the  children. 

Later,  Tennessee  Carpenter,  whose  wife  was  Judith  Suttle, 
(daughter  of  Benjamin  Suttle  and  granddaughter  of  George 
Suttle)  bought  the  house  and  owned  it  until  his  death.  The 
house  was  built  of  brick,  which  in  those  days  were  made  by 
hand.  It  stood  in  splendid  condition  for  many  years  after  all 
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the  immediate  family  had  passed  away,  until  it  was  destroyed 
by  fire  several  years  ago. 

About  1879  R.  R.  Haynes  moved  his  family  to  Shelby,  N.  C. 
where  they  lived  for  two  or  three  years.  In  the  meantime  the 
two-story  log  house  at  Ferry  where  Florence,  Robert  and 
Charles,  his  three  oldest  children  were  born,  was  torn  down 
and  on  the  same  spot  he  built  the  large  two-story  house  which 
still  stands  at  Ferry  and  is  a  well-known  land  mark.  His  second 
oldest  daughter,  Sara,  was  born  while  the  family  lived  in  Shelby. 
Walter,  Grover,  Eula  and  Virginia  were  born  in  the  large  house 
he  built  at  Ferry  in  1882,  and  where  the  children’s  early  child¬ 
hood  was  spent. 

In  1890  his  beloved  wife  became  ill  and  this  caused  deep 
concern  in  the  family.  Hoping  that  dental  work  might  improve 
her  health  an  itinerant  dentist  was  consulted.  These  dentists 
went  from  place  to  place  working  in  the  home  if  dental  work 
was  needed.  It  was  not  uncommon  in  those  days  for  families 
to  own  a  pair  of  dental  forceps.  In  fact  R.  R.  Haynes  owned 
one  of  these,  which  neighbors  often  borrowed.  The  itinerant 
dentist  advised  the  extraction  of  all  of  her  teeth,  and  when  it 
was  decided  that  this  procedure  was  necessary,  the  dentist  did 
the  extractions  all  in  the  same  day.  Being  rather  frail  this 
proved  to  be  too  much  for  her,  and  she  did  not  regain  her  health 
as  was  hoped.  She  finally  contracted  pneumonia,  and  in  spite 
of  everything  that  medicine  and  loving  hands  could  do  she 
passed  away  on  February  2,  1890. 

This  grief  struck  deeply  in  his  heart.  Left  with  eight 
motherless  children,  his  responsibility  to  them  became  his  first 
concern.  The  older  ones  being  of  an  age  to  help  care  for  the 
younger  ones,  he  was  able  to  secure  good  help  for  the  house¬ 
keeping  chores,  and  he  took  up  the  double  duty  of  caring  for 
and  planning  for  the  children  as  well  as  going  on  with  his  plans 
for  building. 

Some  years  before  the  death  of  his  wife,  he  with  others  in 
partnership  had  built  a  saw  mill  and  a  cotton  gin  at  Ferry. 
These  partners  were  L.  A.  Holland,  A.  N.  Wall,  J.  W.  Haynes 
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and  William  Walker.  The  saw  mill  and  gin  meant  a  lot  to  the 
farmers  in  that  community  and  surrounding  country.  This  was 
the  beginning  of  his  success  which  led  to  greater  things. 

In  the  course  of  time  he  married  Miss  Litia  Kelly  who  was 
a  school  teacher.  She  was  a  devoted  wife  and  a  good  mother 
to  the  children.  To  place  the  children  in  school  where  the  older 
ones  would  have  the  advantage  of  high  school  he  moved  his 
family  to  Charlotte  for  a  time,  however  returning  to  Ferry 
where  most  of  his  interests  were.  Shortly  afterward,  he  and 
the  children  were  saddened  when  death  again  visited  the  home 
and  took  away  “Miss  Litia”  as  she  was  affectionately  called 
by  the  children.  In  his  grief  he  again  took  up  his  responsibilities 
in  trying  to  take  the  place  of  both  parents.  He  was  always 
the  dutiful  father  and  the  wise  counselor  of  his  children.  In 
everything  his  first  thought  was  for  their  welfare  and  training. 
He  never  married  again.  His  two  wives  were  buried  in  Floyd’s 
Creek  cemetery,  and  in  1917  after  his  death  they  were  moved 
to  his  burial  plot  in  Cliffside  cemetery. 

In  the  years  following  the  death  of  his  second  wife  he 
planned  for  his  children’s  schooling,  moved  to  Charlotte  again 
and  placed  the  children  in  school.  Florence  attended  Miss  Kate 
Shipp’s  Seminary  in  which  Miss  Lily  Long  was  also  associated. 
Robert  and  Charles  attended  Baird’s  Military  Academy  in 
Charlotte,  and  the  other  children  went  to  the  public  graded 
school.  In  later  years  Walter  and  Grover  attended  Baird’s 
Military  Academy  and  the  other  three  daughters  Sara,  Eula 
and  Virginia  attended  Miss  Kate  Shipp’s  school  while  it  was 
located  in  Lincolnton.  In  after  years  Florence  attended  All¬ 
healing  Springs  boarding  school  near  Kings  Mountain.  Later 
she  and  Sara  were  students  at  what  was  known  as  The  Normal 
College  (now  WCUNC)  in  Greensboro.  Eula  and  Virginia 
attended  Presbyterian  College  (now  Queens)  in  Charlotte,  and 
later  attended  Meredith  College  in  Raleigh. 

After  a  few  years  in  Charlotte  he  moved  his  family  back 
to  Ferry.  In  1896  he  built  a  home  in  Henrietta  where  he  and 
the  children  lived  until  he  built  the  Haynes  home  in  Cliffside 
where  he  lived  until  his  death. 
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His  first  store  was  built  of  logs,  and  was  on  the  same  side 
of  the  road  as  his  old  log  residence.  He  decided  to  build  a 
new  and  larger  residence  on  the  same  spot  as  the  log  house, 
which  he  removed.  This  was  in  1882.  He  then  saw  the  need 
for,  and  built,  a  better  and  larger  store  across  the  road  from 
his  new  home.  He  moved  the  log  store  across  the  road,  using 
it  as  a  warehouse,  all  of  which  is  shown  in  picture  on  page  21. 
This  store  was  later  known  as  Haynes  Store  No.  3. 

This  store  burned  on  the  night  of  Nov.  8,  1908.  Walter 
Haynes  and  Sam  Haynes  (nephew  of  R.  R.  Haynes)  who 
was  staying  with  Walter  at  the  time,  discovered  the  fire  during 
the  night.  With  no  fire-fighting  apparatus,  they  called  on 
neighbors  for  help.  The  fire  soon  consumed  the  buildings. 

Claude  Kennedy  (nephew  of  R.  R.  Haynes)  was  sent  on 
horseback  that  night  to  Cliffside  to  carry  the  news  of  the 
fire  to  R.  R.  Haynes.  Arriving  there  at  an  early  hour  before 
dawn,  he  observed  a  light  in  the  Haynes  home.  As  was  the 
habit  of  R.  R.  Haynes  he  often  arose  very  early,  to  work  on 
plans  and  make  notes  to  be  turned  over  to  his  foremen. 

On  learning  of  the  fire,  he  did  not  spend  time  on  needless 
worry.  Instead  he  sent  for  his  right-hand  man,  Kelly  Moore, 
and  immediately  began  to  make  plans  for  lumber  and  other 
materials  to  be  hauled  to  Ferry,  so  that  the  rebuilding  of  the 
store  could  be  started  at  once.  He  did  not  let  the  loss  of  his 
store  by  fire  weigh  him  down  with  discouragement,  or  daunt 
his  determination  to  go  on  with  his  plans. 

He  spent  the  next  few  days  at  his  sister’s  home  at  Ferry, 
so  as  to  be  near  to  see  that  the  building  was  properly  begun. 
This  store  he  built  further  up  the  road  on  a  place  he  had 
bought  from  his  neighbor,  Mr.  Burl  Thorn.  It  was  located 
near  a  cotton  gin  he  had  built  a  few  years  before.  Many  years 
later  this  store  was  sold  and  torn  down.  The  materials  were 
used  in  the  building  of  the  Ferry  Community  House. 

Many  years  before  this,  R.  R.  Haynes  had  built  a  school 
house  at  Ferry  which  children  in  the  neighborhood  attended. 
His  interest  in  promoting  schools  and  education  for  young 
people  never  abated  through  the  years. 
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Chapter  Five 


Since  1885  he  had  been  buying  and  accumulating 
the  land  on  Second  Broad  River  known  as  High  Shoals.  It 
would  be  difficult  to  portray  his  activities  in  the  large  under¬ 
takings  of  the  next  few  years.  It  is  clearly  and  accurately  given 
in  a  letter  written  to  his  children  in  1908.  The  letter  follows 
in  its  entirety: 


Jackson  Springs 

„  July  20,  1908. 

For  my  children: 

I  have  just  been  listening  to  some  men  talking  of  the 
change  and  the  progress  in  developing  and  building  up  the 
towns  they  live  in,  in  the  last  20  years,  and  naturally  it  carried 
me  back  over  what  I  have  done  in  the  last  20  years. 

About  23  years  ago  I  bought  the  old  High  Shoals  land  in 
almost  a  wilderness  of  vines,  thorn  bushes,  bamboo  briars,  etc. 
I  spent  considerable  of  my  time  the  next  two  years  clearing 
off  the  farm,  building  tenements,  and  clearing  off  the  river 
banks  preparatory  to  building  a  mill  of  some  kind,  I  hardly 
knew  what. 

Twenty-one  years  ago,  just  about  this  time  of  year  we 
began  the  work  of  building  the  mills  there.  I  did  a  large  part 
of  getting  everything  in  shape  and  in  constructing  tenements, 
mill,  etc.  This  took  5  or  6  years.  Then  in  about  8  years  from 
the  time  we  began  at  High  Shoals  (Henrietta)  we  began  to 
build  a  mill  at  Caroleen.  In  this  I  did  a  great  deal  in  getting 
the  options  on  the  land  needed,  had  the  surveys  of  the  power 
all  made,  and  built  the  first  hundred  tenements,  started  up  the 
store  and  other  things. 

Then,  probably  about  four  years  later  I  bought  up  the 
necessary  land  and  built  the  mill  at  Forest  City.  Was  about 
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years  doing  that.  Then  in  1901  I  got  up  all  the  titles,  had 
the  surveys  all  made  and  began  the  building  of  the  Cliffside 
Mills.  Now  in  1908  we  have  one  of  the  largest,  yes  the  largest 
gingham  mill  in  the  south  completed.  So  in  the  last  twenty 
years  I  helped  largely  to  build  Henrietta  and  Caroleen  Mills, 
built  both  the  Florence  at  Forest  City  and  the  Cliffside  Mills 
and  town  entirely. 

Besides  this  I  have  done  hundreds  of  other  things  a  great 
deal  of  which  you  can  remember.  Such  as  building  all  the 
buildings  I  have  at  Henrietta,  building  farm  houses,  developing 
farms,  merchandising,  and  hundreds  I  might  say  of  other 
things. 

So,  I  am  sure  you  will  all  agree  with  me  that  I  ought  to 
get  out  for  a  few  days  rest  and  treatment  any  time  I  can. 

When  I  go  over  in  my  mind  what  I  have  done  and  gone 
through  with  in  twenty-eight  years,  I  wonder  how  I  did  it  all. 
But  I  am  glad  I  did  and  hope  what  I  have  done  will  prove  a 
blessing  and  not  a  curse  to  all  of  you,  and  be  a  blessing  to 
hundreds  of  others  and  to  the  country. 

Your  father, 

July  20,  1908.  R.  R.  Haynes. 


12 


Chapter  Six 


In  1887  The  Henrietta  Mills  was  formed  into  a 
corporation.  At  the  first  meeting  of  the  stockholders,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  were  elected  directors:  Joseph  McLaughlin,  F.  B. 
McDowell,  E.  B.  Springs,  J.  S.  Spencer,  D.  H.  Jenkins,  S.  B. 
Tanner  and  R.  R.  Haynes.  At  this  meeting  J.  S.  Spencer  was 
elected  president,  and  S.  B.  Tanner,  secretary  and  treasurer. 

R.  R.  Haynes  sold  to  the  corporation  the  power  site  where 
the  dam  was  built,  and  the  land  where  the  town  and  mill  now 
stand.  He  took  stock  in  the  corporation  for  it,  as  well  as  sub¬ 
scribing  liberally  for  other  stock.  He  also  helped  sell  stock  in 
the  corporation  to  others. 

While  he  did  not  seek  or  hold  office  in  the  corporation 
other  than  that  of  director,  he  had  a  large  part  in  getting  every¬ 
thing  in  shape,  and  helped  with  the  construction  of  tenements, 
mill,  etc. 

The  Henrietta  Mills  No.  2  at  Caroleen,  N.  C.  was  started 
in  about  1895.  He  did  a  great  deal  in  getting  up  the  options 
on  the  land  needed,  and  had  all  the  surveys  of  power  made. 
Besides  establishing  a  store,  he  built  the  first  hundred  tene¬ 
ments  in  addition  to  other  things,  as  shown  in  his  letter  of 
July  20,  1908  to  his  children,  a  copy  of  which  is  contained 
herein. 

He  built  and  owned,  on  both  sides  of  Henrietta,  several 
tenant  houses  which  were  occupied  for  several  years  by  em¬ 
ployees  of  the  Henrietta  Mills. 
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According  to  records  in  Register  of  Deeds  Office  in  Court 
House  at  Rutherfordton,  N.  C.,  he,  with  associates,  in  1892 
bought  what  was  then  known  as  Forest  City  Cotton  Mills. 
They  formed  in  the  same  year  the  corporation  of  The  Florence 
Mills,  which  he  named  for  his  eldest  daughter.  The  title  was 
made  in  the  corporation’s  name. 

The  mill  was  a  small  yarn  mill  and  was  operated  a  few 
years  by  The  Florence  Mills  with  R.  R.  Haynes  as  its  general 
manager.  He  was  still  living  at  Ferry  during  this  time. 

As  the  output  of  the  mill  was  small  it  could  not  be  operated 
profitably,  so  was  later  torn  down,  and  the  present  mill,  The 
Florence  Mills,  was  erected  in  1897  on  the  same  or  present 
location  which  is  on  Depot  Street  in  Forest  City  near  the 
Southern  Depot. 

Mr.  Haynes  had  charge  of  the  building  of  the  new  mill  and 
was  president  of  the  corporation  until  he  sold  out  and  started 
acquiring  the  propertly  to  build  Cliffside. 

In  1899  his  mother  passed  away  at  the  age  of  seventy-five 
years.  Hers  had  been  a  busy  and  consecrated  life,  as  is  attested 
in  the  obituary  written  by  a  friend  more  than  a  half-century 
ago,  and  which  is  treasured  with  other  records  of  the  Haynes 
family.  Widowed  for  many  years,  she  had  guided  and  trained 
her  children  and  watched  them  grow  to  adult  years. 
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Chapter  Seven 


R.  R.  HAYNES,  during  all  these  years  must  have 
had  in  mind  the  ideal  mill  town  he  was  to  build  later  on. 
Since  the  beginning  of  time  it  has  been  known  and  realized, 
that  before  civilization  can  advance  it  is  necessary  that  pioneers 
go  out  into  the  wilderness,  clear  the  forests  and  do  all  the 
preparatory  work  essential  in  all  new  undertakings.  To  be  a 
pioneer  one  must  be  brave,  calm  and  enduring.  R.  R.  Haynes 
possessed  in  full  measure  all  of  these  characteristics. 

In  1899  he  bought  several  hundred  acres  of  land,  a  wilder¬ 
ness  of  briars  and  undergrowth,  lying  on  Second  Broad  River, 
and  a  few  miles  downstream  from  Henrietta. 

In  June  of  that  year  he  came  to  the  spot  where  Cliffside 
now  stands.  It  was  plainly  evident  that  a  great  volume  of 
water  was  going  to  waste  here.  He  saw  the  rare  possibilities 
of  the  location,  and  then  and  there  determined  to  lay  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  a  great  enterprise. 

Searching  out  his  old  friend,  Kelly  Moore,  plans  were  laid 
and  work  of  clearing  the  land  was  begun. 

Kelly  Moore  was  a  life-long  friend,  and  began  working 
for  Mr.  Haynes  some  years  before  Cliffside  was  started,  having 
been  his  right-hand  man  in  the  building  of  Florence  Mill  at 
Forest  City.  He  was  also  the  building  foreman  in  the  erection 
of  the  home  that  Mr.  Haynes  built  at  Henrietta,  and  which 
is  now  the  home  of  Mrs.  Florence  Haynes  Jenkins. 

Mr.  Moore  was  a  hard  working  man  and  a  man  of  tireless 
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energy.  He  was  known  for  his  honesty  and  wholesome  char¬ 
acter.  Because  R.  R.  Haynes  knew  Kelly  Moore  as  a  man  who 
took  infinite  pains  with  his  work,  he  chose  him  as  his  chief 
building  engineer.  The  long  friendship  between  the  two  became 
more  closely  knit  in  the  building  of  Cliffside.  After  the  death 
of  Mr.  Haynes,  this  friend  carried  on  as  construction  manager 
for  Cliffside  Mills  and  lived  to  see  many  of  the  ideals  of 
R.  R.  Haynes  materialize  and  develop.  Kelly  Moore  died 
in  1930  from  the  result  of  injuries  received  in  an  automobile 
accident. 

Many  hardships  were  endured  during  that  first  winter.  In 
October  of  that  year  the  foundation  of  the  mill  was  started. 
The  road  that  had  been  cut  through  the  forest  could  be 
traveled  fairly  well  in  favorable  weather.  Before  a  road  was 
made,  walking  from  the  nearby  town  of  Henrietta,  or  riding 
horseback  were  the  only  means  of  reaching  the  place.  The 
operations  progressed  slowly  at  first,  due  to  a  cold,  rough  win¬ 
ter  with  creeks  and  streams  swollen  by  heavy  rains.  However, 
with  the  opening  of  spring  and  better  weather,  the  work  was 
begun  in  earnest.  By  March  1900,  the  work  of  laying  the 
brick  for  part  of  the  mill  had  been  started.  The  rest  of  that 
year  and  on  through  1901,  building  went  steadily  on. 

An  old  friend,  Dr.  T.  B.  Lovelace  was  associated  with  him 
from  the  beginning,  and  later  on,  B.  D.  Heath  of  Charlotte 
was  associated  with  them.  R.  R.  Haynes  had  the  surveys  of 
power  made,  and  as  the  town  of  Cliffside  took  shape,  many 
details  had  to  be  planned  and  carried  out,  such  as  building 
houses  for  the  employees,  the  laying  off  of  streets,  digging 
wells,  establishing  a  store,  building  warehouse  for  cotton,  etc. 

Machinery  for  the  manufacture  of  gingham  was  bought  and 
installed,  and  in  1902  the  mill  was  put  into  operation.  Getting 
the  machinery  to  Cliffside  was  a  major  undertaking.  This 
was  shipped  via  S.A.L.  Ry.  and  unloaded  at  a  point  where 
Cliffside  Junction  is  now  located.  Then  it  was  loaded  and 
hauled  on  mule-drawn  wagons  to  Cliffside.  The  boilers  and 
heavier  machinery  were  moved  in  the  same  way. 
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Birthplace  of  R.  R.  Haynes  at  Ferry.  This  house  still  stands  in  good 
condition  and  is  occupied. 
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Mrs.  Amanda  Carpenter  Haynes,  First  Wife  of  R.  R.  Haynes 
and  Mother  of  his  Eight  Children, 
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Mrs.  Litia  Kelly  Haynes , 


Second  Wife  of  R.  R.  Haynes 
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.  Haynes  Home  at  Ferry.  Built  about  1882.  Other  buildings  are  barn,  store  house  and  buggy  house. 
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.  R.  Haynes  home  in  Henrietta  (now  Avondale),  built  about  1896.  Men  in  foreground  are  carpenters 
id  helpers  who  had  built  home.  It  is  now  the  home  of  Mrs.  Florence  Haynes  Jenkins. 


WMM 
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R.  R.  Haynes  home  in  Cliffside,  built  about  1902 
It  is  now  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chas.  H.  Haynes 


R.  R.  Haynes  home  in  St.  Petersburg,  Florida,  where  he  died  February  6, 
1917.  The  home  was  called  “ Avondale ”  for  which  the  tozvn  of  Avondale 
zvas  named. 
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Chapter  Eight 


The  charter  for  Cliffside  Mills  was  issued  on 
February  4,  1901  with  the  following  as  charter  stockholders: 
R.  R.  Haynes,  Dr.  T.  B.  Lovelace,  L.  A.  Holland,  Dr.  J.  F. 
Whisnant,  Gaither  Kennedy  and  Henry  Jenkins. 

Later,  Moses  H.  and  Ceasar  Cone  of  Greensboro,  N.  C. 
as  well  as  other  friends  of  R.  R.  Haynes  became  stockholders 
in  the  corporation. 

In  1901  the  first  meeting  of  the  stockholders  was  held 
and  the  Board  of  Directors  elected  B.  D.  Heath  president, 
Dr.  T.  B.  Lovelace  vice-president  and  R.  R.  Haynes,  secretary 
and  treasurer.  On  May  12,  1909  R.  R.  Haynes  was  elected 
president  which  office  he  held  until  his  death  in  1917. 

Stockholders’  meetings  were  held  each  year.  Practically 
all  the  stockholders,  fifty  or  more  in  number,  attended  these 
meetings.  Many  of  them,  especially  those  coming  from  a  dis¬ 
tance,  were  entertained  as  overnight  guests  in  the  Haynes  home. 
Nothing  gave  R.  R.  Haynes  more  joy  and  happiness  than  enter¬ 
taining  friends  and  relatives  in  his  home. 

The  friendship  between  R.  R.  Haynes  and  the  Cone  family 
was  formed  back  in  the  1880’s,  when  the  three  Cone  brothers, 
Moses  H.,  Ceasar  and  Julius  made  trips  through  North  Carolina 
selling  goods  for  their  wholesale  grocery  business.  R.  R.  Haynes 
was  one  of  their  customers,  buying  goods  for  his  Ferry  store. 
Later  on  the  Cones  organized  Cone  Export  &  Commission  Co. 
which  became  selling  agents  for  Cliffside  Mills. 
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Through  the  years  there  existed  a  close  bond  of  friendship 
between  Ceasar  Cone  and  R.  R.  Haynes.  These  two  friends, 
closely  associated  in  a  mutual  interest  died  in  1917,  the  death 

of  Mr.  Cone  following  within  three  weeks  the  death  of  Mr. 
Haynes. 
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Chapter  Nine 


In  THE  building  of  Cliffside  Mills  and  the  town 
of  Cliffside,  there  was  ever  in  the  heart  of  R.  R.  Haynes  a  vital 
interest  and  concern  for  the  welfare  of  the  employees.  He  en¬ 
couraged  them  to  take  pride  in  keeping  their  premises  clean 
and  attractive.  The  health  of  the  community  was  looked  after 
by  competent  physicians.  Dr.  Baxter  Haynes,  nephew  of 
R.  R.  Haynes  was  one  of  the  first  doctors  to  live  in  Cliffside. 
Dr.  J.  Rush  Shull,  son-in-law  of  R.  R.  Haynes  lived  in  Cliffside 
and  worked  among  the  people  for  many  years.  Other  doctors 
who  had  long  service  in  the  years  following  were:  Dr.  J.  M. 
Allhands,  Dr.  Bobo  Scruggs  and  Dr.  G.  O.  Moss.  At  one  time 
Cliffside  Mills  employed  a  welfare  nurse  who  gave  her  entire 
time  to  visiting  and  ministering  to  the  sick  in  the  town. 

The  education  of  its  youth  is  the  first  concern  of  any  town. 
When  Cliffside  Mills  was  built,  one  end  of  the  mill  was  set 
aside  for  space  for  school.  Before  long  the  school  had  grown 
until  the  mill  space  was  too  small.  In  the  meantime  the  store 
building  was  being  erected  and  on  its  completion,  its  upper 
floor  was  given  over  to  the  school,  where  it  remained  until  a 
school  house  was  built.  Its  location  was  very  nearly  where  the 
Boy  Scout  cabin  now  stands.  As  time  passed  this  building  was 
enlarged  as  the  needs  of  the  school  demanded,  until  it,  too, 
became  too  small.  In  1922  the  present  school  building  was  com¬ 
pleted.  At  first  one  of  the  dwelling  houses  was  used  for  the 
spiritual  needs  of  the  people.  Both  the  Methodist  and  Baptist 
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churches  were  organized  about  1903,  and  until  they  could  build 
churches  the  school  house  was  used  jointly  for  school  and  for 
church. 

Cliffside  Mills  contributed  largely  to  the  total  cost  of  build¬ 
ing  seven  churches  in  the  towns  of  Cliffside  and  Avondale, 
namely:  Cliffside  Baptist  (both  the  old  one  and  the  present 
one)  Cliffside  Methodist,  Cliffside  Presbyterian,  Avondale 
Methodist,  The  Haynes  Memorial  Baptist  at  Avondale  and  The 
Haynes  Grove  Chapel  Baptist  Church  for  colored  at  Cliffside. 

The  Presbyterian  church  at  Cliffside  stood  directly  across 
the  street  from  the  home  of  R.  R.  Haynes.  It  was  removed 
several  years  ago.  A  picture  made  in  1916  of  this  church  is 
contained  herein. 

From  these  churches  many  have  gone  out  ordained  to  begin 
the  study  of  the  ministry  of  the  Gospel,  to  preach  in  pulpits 
over  the  country.  Others  have  gone  into  various  branches  of 
religious  work,  as  well  as  into  other  professions,  the  study  of 
law,  doctors  of  medicine,  school  teachers,  etc. 
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Chapter  Ten 


THE  shipment  of  gingham  going  out  from  the  mill 
soon  after  it  began  operations,  was  carried  on  mule-drawn 
wagons.  The  business  increased  to  such  an  extent  that  it  became 
necessary  to  have  a  more  rapid  medium  of  transportation. 

The  nearest  point  to  a  railroad  was  three  miles  distant, 
where  the  Seaboard  Airline  Railroad  passed  through  Ruther¬ 
ford  County,  near  where  Cliffside  Junction  is  now  located.  It 
was  logical  that  shipment  of  goods  could  move  more  quickly  on 
a  railroad  leading  from  Cliffside.  So  the  idea  of  building  a  rail¬ 
road  to  join  the  S.A.L.  Ry.  at  this  point  of  three  miles,  began 

to  materialize. 

In  1903  steps  had  been  taken  for  grading  to  start.  R.  R. 
Haynes  supervised  the  building  of  the  railroad  and  had  charge 
of  it  until  his  death. 

The  Cliffside  Railroad  Co.  was  organized  and  a  charter  was 
granted  in  1905.  The  following  directors  were  elected:  B.  D. 
Heath,  R.  R.  Haynes,  T.  B.  Lovelace  and  W.  C.  Heath.  The 
directors  elected  the  following  officers:  B.  D.  Heath,  president; 
R.  R.  Haynes,  vice-president  and  treasurer,  Chas.  H.  Haynes, 

secretary. 

Arrangements  had  been  made  with  the  S.A.L.  Ry.  for 
enough  rails  to  build  the  three  mile  road  and  for  sidings.  The 
company  purchased  three  coffee-pot  type  locomotives  from 
a  second-hand  railroad  equipment  dealer  in  New  York  City. 
These  locomotives  had  been  used  on  elevated  railways  in  New 
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York  City  in  the  early  1890’s,  and  weighed  only  about  twelve 
or  fifteen  tons.  Three  second-hand  passenger  cars  were  bought, 
which  also  had  been  used  on  elevated  railways  in  New  York 
City.  Passenger  service  was  established  between  Cliffside  and 
Cliffside  Junction  where  the  railroad  joined  with  the  Seaboard 
Air  Line  Ry.  Train  crews  were  recruited  locally.  Passenger 
service  was  discontinued  after  motor  travel  had  absorbed  most 
of  the  traffic. 

Back  in  the  early  days  the  Cliffside  Railroad  owned  a  rail¬ 
road  “bicycle”  which  many  Cliffside  residents  still  remember. 
This  unusual  piece  of  equipment  consisted  of  four  flanged 
wheels,  two  set  on  each  rail,  and  joined  centrally  making  one 
unit.  Set  above  each  two  wheels  were  bicycle  frames.  Two 
persons  could  ride  at  the  same  time.  The  vehicle  was  propelled 
by  the  rider’s  feet  on  pedals.  It  came  in  handy  for  road  inspec¬ 
tion  trips  or  for  quick  runs  up  the  track  to  the  junction. 

The  Cliffside  Railroad,  no  different  from  other  railroads, 
had  “hoboes.”  However,  in  this  case  they  were  feathered  ones. 
Some  years  ago,  a  fireman  on  the  railroad  discovered  a  bantam 
hen  sitting  on  a  nest  of  eggs  near  the  track  on  the  right-of-way. 
He  kept  watch  until  the  chickens  hatched,  then  placed  a  nest 
on  the  tender  and  put  the  hen  and  chickens  on  this  nest.  As 
they  grew  and  developed,  they  would  hop  down  when  the  train 
stopped,  and  scratch  around  on  the  ground  near  the  engine. 
When  the  train  was  ready  to  move,  the  engineer  would  blow 
the  whistle,  and  there  would  be  a  commotion  among  the 
chickens  accompanied  by  a  great  fluttering  of  wings  as  they 
scrambled  back  to  their  place  on  the  tender. 

In  1916  work  was  started  on  the  Haynes  Mill  at  Avondale 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Seaboard  Ry.  The  Cliffside  Rail¬ 
road  then  built  a  new  line  to  this  mill  and  town,  less  than  a 
mile  from  Cliffside  Junction. 

In  1910,  R.  R.  Haynes,  who  had  been  vice-president  and 
treasurer  of  Cliffside  Railroad  was  elected  president,  continuing 
as  such  until  his  death  in  1917.  Chas.  H.  Haynes,  his  son,  who 
had  been  secretary  since  the  organization,  was  elected  president 
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to  succeed  his  father  in  1917,  continuing  until  he  retired  in  1945, 
when  he  was  elected  Chairman  of  the  Board.  In  1945,  Maurice 
Hendrick,  secretary  since  1933,  was  elected  president.  He  served 
until  his  retirement  in  1951.  H.  M.  Owens  joined  the  organiza¬ 
tion  in  1921  as  agent.  In  1933  he  was  elected  treasurer  and 
has  continued  to  operate  the  line  since  that  time.  In  1953  he 
was  elected  secretary  and  treasurer.  Virginia  Haynes  Caldwell 
was  vice-president  of  Cliffside  Railroad  from  1932  through 
1949. 

Today  this  railroad  has  two  steam  engines,  one  Baldwin 
and  one  Vulcan,  one  freight  car  and  a  caboose  and  express  car 
combined,  which  was  formerly  the  baggage  car. 

Each  year  this  railroad  handles  from  40,000  to  50,000  tons 
of  freight.  Products  received  include  cars  of  coal,  cotton, 
starch,  dyestuffs,  machinery,  petroleum  products  and  miscel¬ 
laneous  goods.  Outgoing  freight  consists  primarily  of  products 
manufactured  in  the  two  mills,  operated  since  1952  as  the  Cliff- 
side  Plant  and  the  Haynes  Plant  of  Cone  Mills  Corporation. 
These  include  turkish  towels  and  wash  cloths  and  corduroys 
and  suitings. 

The  present  officers  of  Cliffside  Railroad  are:  Chas.  H. 
Haynes,  Chairman  of  the  Board;  Earl  R.  Stall,  President,  Ben¬ 
jamin  Cone,  Greensboro,  Vice-President;  and  H.  M.  Owens, 
Secretary  and  Treasurer. 
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Chapter  Eleven 


In  1907  R.  R.  Haynes  organized  and  became  Presi¬ 
dent  of  The  Haynes  Bank,  which  is  one  of  the  oldest  banks 
in  Rutherford  County.  John  B.  Watkins,  who  had  worked 
for  R.  R.  Haynes  for  a  number  of  years,  part  of  the  time  in 
the  capacity  of  bookkeeper,  became  the  first  cashier  of  the  bank, 
and  served  for  a  good  many  years.  J.  Clarence  Hames  became 
associated  with  the  bank  in  1919,  following  his  service  in  World 
War  I.  He  was  made  assistant  cashier  in  1924  at  the  home 
office  in  Avondale,  N.  C.  and  then  later  on  he  became  cashier 
of  the  branch  bank  in  Cliffside.  In  January  1952  he  was  elected 
President  of  the  Bank. 

The  Haynes  Bank  first  opened  for  business  on  July  22, 
1907  at  the  home  office  in  Henrietta.  A  branch  bank  at  Cliff- 
side  was  authorized  and  established  in  February  1916.  The 
bank’s  charter  was  amended  on  June  20,  1920  to  permit  the 
change  of  post  office  address  of  the  parent  bank  at  Henrietta 
to  that  of  Avondale,  N.  C.  On  March  2,  1932,  the  stockholders 
and  directors  of  the  bank  changed  the  head  office  from  Avon¬ 
dale,  N.  C.  to  Cliffside,  N.  C.  and  operated  The  Haynes 
Bank  of  Avondale  as  a  branch.  Then  on  July  1,  1932  the  Avon¬ 
dale  branch  was  merged  with  The  Haynes  Bank  at  Cliffside. 

The  history  of  The  Hay  nes  Bank  has  been  one  of  progress 
from  the  time  of  its  organization  to  the  present  time,  covering 
a  span  of  almost  a  half-century.  Through  the  years  it  has  with¬ 
stood  all  depressions.  In  addition  to  adjoining  towns  it  has 
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served  a  large  rural  area,  keeping  pace,  growing  and  progressing 
with  the  territory  it  serves.  It  was  one  of  the  three  banks  of 
Rutherford  County  which  did  not  stay  closed  after  a  bank 
holiday  was  ordered  by  President  Roosevelt  in  1933.  It  was 
closed  for  only  a  part  of  one  day. 

It  was  organized  with  a  capital  stock  of  $6,000.00.  Today, 
April  15,  1954,  its  capital  stock  is  $50,000.00,  and  its  surplus 
and  undivided  profits  over  $120,000.00. 

Serving  at  different  periods  in  the  early  days  as  cashiers 
were  W.  L.  Hicks  and  the  late  W.  W.  Nanney. 

Present  officers  of  The  Haynes  Bank  are  as  follows:  Chas. 
H.  Haynes,  Chairman  of  the  Board;  J.  Clarence  Hames,  Presi¬ 
dent;  Mrs.  Virginia  Haynes  Caldwell,  Vice-President;  William 
B.  Jenkins,  Cashier.  Tellers  are  Mrs.  Jane  R.  Hamrick  and 
Miss  Betty  Greene. 
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Chapter  Twelve 


It  WAS  the  wish  and  desire  of  R.  R.  Haynes  that 
a  modern  and  larger  school  building  be  built  in  Cliffside.  He 
did  not  live  to  see  this  wish  of  his  materialize.  His  son,  Chas.  H. 
Haynes  carried  on  after  his  father’s  death  and  plans  for  a 
modern  school  building  were  laid  and  carried  out.  Cliffside 
Mills  built  this  brick  and  concrete  structure  at  a  cost  of  almost 
a  quarter  of  a  million  dollars.  Later,  Rutherford  County  bought 
the  building  from  Cliffside  Mills. 

The  formal  opening  and  cornerstone  laying  took  place  on 
Saturday  April  22,  1922,  with  the  Masonic  Lodge  in  charge  of 
the  ceremonies. 

The  cornerstone  was  laid  according  to  the  ancient  rites  and 
customs  of  Masonry.  For  the  information  of  the  many  Cliffside 
children  who  have  attended  classes  in  this  building,  as  well  as 
for  future  generations,  it  would  perhaps  be  of  interest  to  men¬ 
tion  here  the  list  of  articles  placed  in  the  crypt.  They  are  as 
follows:  Bible,  School  History,  Masonic  Record,  Forest  City 
Courier  and  Cliffside  News,  Rutherfordton  Sun,  Charlotte 
Observer,  program  of  the  formal  opening  and  cornerstone  laying 
of  the  building,  coins,  lc,  5c,  10c,  25c,  list  of  Grand  Officers 
participating  in  the  ceremonies,  list  of  officers  and  members  of 
Cliffside  Lodge,  No.  572,  A.F.  &  A.M.,  Charlotte  Observer  of 
Sunday  March  11,  1917  containing  life  story  of  the  late  R.  R. 
Haynes;  articles  of  Agreement  and  By-Laws  of  Cliffside  Mills, 
history  of  Cliffside  and  a  picture  of  The  Haynes  Band  who 
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played  for  the  occasion. 

Rev.  D.  J.  Hunt  (now  deceased)  was  among  the  first  to  be 
principal  of  Cliffside  school.  In  past  years  the  following  have 
served  as  principals:  The  late  Clyde  A.  Erwin,  the  late  Barron 
P.  Caldwell,  J.  J.  Tarlton,  R.  L.  Leary  who  was  killed  in  an 
automobile  accident  in  1935  after  which  H.  C.  Beatty  was 
elected  principal,  which  position  he  now  holds. 

A  new  building  containing  the  Home  Economics  depart¬ 
ment,  also  a  gymnasium,  have  been  added  in  recent  years. 
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Chapter  Thirteen 


B  EING  a  lover  of  music  himself*  R.  R.  Haynes  was 
sensitive  to  the  needs  of  the  people  of  the  community  along 
the  line  of  this  art. 

In  1908  he  was  responsible  for  the  organization  of  The 
Cliffside  Band.  It  was  first  called  “The  Cliffside  Renown 
Band.”  From  the  first  the  management  strove  to  employ  the 
best  instructors.  Among  these  were  D.  C.  Cole  and  M.  T. 
Green,  both  of  Rutherford  County.  Much  of  the  success  of 
the  organization  was  due  to  the  interest  and  efforts  of  efficient 
instructors. 

The  band  was  built  up  to  a  good  musical  standard  and 
furnished  music  for  all  celebrations  and  public  events  in  the 
county  as  well  as  outside  of  the  county.  It  was  known  as  the 
best  amateur  band  in  this  section  of  the  state. 

Going  to  Charlotte  to  play  at  the  convention  when  Kitchen 
was  nominated  for  Governor,  the  band  stood  first  in  the  parade. 
It  continued  to  advance  in  the  band  world,  and  later  went  back 
to  Charlotte  to  play  in  the  May  20th  Mecklenburg  Independ¬ 
ence  Celebration,  and  again  it  headed  the  parades. 

When  World  War  I  came,  the  band  was  disbanded  on 
account  of  so  large  a  number  of  its  members  going  into  service. 
However,  after  the  war,  in  1919,  Chas.  H.  Haynes  asked  that 
the  band  be  reorganized.  This  was  done,  with  several  of  the 
old  members  and  some  new  ones  coming  together.  The  new 
band  was  called  “The  Haynes  Band.” 
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At  the  “Made  in  Carolinas”  Exposition  held  in  Charlotte 
in  1921,  the  band  participated  in  a  contest  for  the  four  best 
band  in  the  Carolinas.  The  Haynes  Band  won  fourth  place 
and  was  close  second  for  the  third.  The  attainments  won 
through  the  years  was  ever  a  source  of  pride  for  the  people 
of  Cliffside,  and  especially  for  the  members  of  the  band. 
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Chapter  Fourteen 


ThE  management  of  Cliffside  Mills  established 
three  branch  stores  in  convenient  locations,  in  addition  to  the 
main  store.  These  stores  handled  practically  everything  there 
was  to  sell  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  people,  and  provided  a 
market  for  everything  the  farmer  had  to  sell.  The  volume  of 
business  was  large,  indicated  from  the  fact  that  eight  trucks 
w  ere  used  daily  in  delivering  groceries  and  merchandise  to  the 
patrons  of  the  different  stores. 

The  stores  sold  their  goods  to  the  employees  at  unusually 
low  prices.  Such  was  the  case  of  house  rents  in  Cliffside.  The 
cottages  were  rented  to  the  people  at  such  a  low  cost  that  it 

proved  to  be  a  real  and  practical  blessing  during  slight 
depressions. 

For  the  benefit  and  convenience  of  the  people  a  roller  mill 
was  run  and  maintained  under  good  supervision.  Flour  and 
meal  of  choice  grain  was  always  available. 

The  roller  mill  had  been  a  well  known  land  mark  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  had  been  improved  and  added  onto  in 
recent  years.  It  was  struck  by  lightning  during  a  storm  in 
July  1953,  and  destroyed  by  fire. 

To  accommodate  farmers,  cotton  gins  were  started  in  Cliff¬ 
side  in  1904  with  two  70-saw  gins.  These  gins  served 
farmers  within  a  radius  of  several  miles.  Cotton  was  brought 
in  on  wagons  in  the  early  days,  ginned  and  carried  out,  two  or 
possibly  three  or  four  bales  to  a  wagon— a  sharp  contrast  to  the 
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large  trailer  trucks  of  today  made  to  carry  numerous  bales. 

The  Lakeview  Dairy  near  the  roller  mill  was  built  and 
established  in  1916  with  about  fifteen  cows.  From  time  to  time 
these  were  replaced  with  registered  Holstein  cattle.  The  dairy 
houses  and  barns  were  enlarged  all  along,  until  it  was  ranked 
as  one  of  the  best,  most  modern  and  sanitary  dairies  in  this 
section.  It  was  equipped  with  a  steam  sterilizer  for  the  cans 
and  bottles,  and  also  a  bottler.  The  milk  was  delivered  daily 
to  the  people  in  Cliffside  and  vicinity.  After  several  years  the 
dairy  was  discontinued  in  order  to  clear  up  the  watershed. 

An  ice  plant  was  also  built  in  1916,  which  was  in  operation 
for  many  years.  Ice  was  furnished  to  Cliffside  residents,  as 
well  as  to  the  town  of  Avondale  and  rural  sections. 

A  steam  laundry  was  built  and  operated  for  several  years, 
for  the  convenience  of  the  town.  It  was  located  near  the  river 
bridge. 

The  first  Cliffside  Library  was  located  across  the  street  from 
where  the  Memorial  Building  now  stands. 

A  skating  rink  was  established  and  was  in  operation  for 
several  years.  It  was  a  popular  addition  to  the  recreational 
advantages  for  the  young  people. 

The  plans  R.  R.  Haynes  made  and  carried  out  were  not 
merely  to  build  another  mill  and  to  create  another  industrial 
center,  but  to  establish  an  orderly  community  where  happy, 
law  abiding  God  fearing  people  could  work  and  enjoy  the 
comforts  of  improved  conditions. 

While  he  had  a  generous  heart,  he  did  not  believe  that 
helping  people  to  help  themselves  consisted  entirely  of  giving 
them  money  or  material  things.  He  helped  them  greatly  by 
creating  jobs  for  them.  The  mills  he  helped  to  build  and 
organize,  the  stores  he  owned,  and  the  saw  mill  and  cotton 
gin  he  established,  as  well  as  other  businesses  were  the  means 
of  giving  employment  to  hundreds  of  people. 
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Chapter  Fifteen 


About  1901  Horace  Carpenter,  colored,  and  his 
wife,  Hagar,  came  from  Rutherfordton  to  Cliffside  in  search 
of  work,  as  jobs  at  that  time  were  scarce.  Arriving  at  Hen¬ 
rietta  Station,  near  Ellenboro,  by  train  and  finding  no  means 
of  transportation  to  Cliffside,  they  set  out  on  foot,  walking 
the  distance  of  about  six  miles. 

After  working  on  the  new  dam  for  awhile,  Horace  was 
given  work  in  the  Haynes  home.  In  the  kitchen  Hagar  proved 
to  be  an  excellent  cook.  Horace  was  all  around  handy  man, 
taking  care  of  the  yard,  cutting  wood  and  keeping  up  fires 
in  the  big  fireplaces.  He  was  especially  fond  of  the  two  big 
horses,  Dick  and  Guy,  kept  by  Mr.  Haynes,  and  took  pride 
in  keeping  them  well  groomed  and  fed.  After  the  advent  of 


automobiles  Horace  learned  to  handle  cars,  and  acted  as  chauf¬ 
feur  along  with  his  other  work. 

The  last  service  he  performed  for  Mr.  Haynes  was  in 
Florida  on  February  6,  1917,  when  he  helped  to  carry  him 
into  the  house  after  he  had  collapsed  in  the  yard  at  his  home. 
He  was  at  his  bedside  when  he  died. 

Horace  now  lives  in  Rutherfordton,  N.  C.  Nothing  pleases 
him  more  than  reminiscences  about  his  long  service  at  the 
Haynes  home,  and  how  the  kindness  and  good  advice  received 
from  Mr.  Haynes  had  influenced  his  own  life. 
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Old  Baptist  Church  of  Cliff  side. 
Removed  after  new  church  was  built. 


Presbyterian  Church  of  Cliff  side.  Removed  several  years  ago.  House  in  background 
was  built  for  and  used  for  many  years  as  home  for  teachers  of  Cliffside  School. 
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Haynes  Memorial  Baptist  Church  at  Avondale 


Avondale  Methodist  Church  at  Avondale 
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Cliff  side  Methodist  Church  at  Cliff  side 


Cliff  side  Baptist  Church  at  Cliff  side 
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Haynes  Grove  Chapel  Baptist  Church  for  colored  at  Cliff  side 


Horace  Carpenter ,  a  faithful 
servant  in  the  home  of  R.  R. 
Haynes  at  Cliff  side  for  many 
years. 
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First  school  building  in  Cliff  side.  Removed  several  years  ago 


Cliff  side  Renown  Band,  organized  in  1908 
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Cliff  side  School  Building.  Elementary  through  high  school  grades 


Elementary  School  at  Avondale 
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Florence  Mills  at  Forest  City.  Built  by  R.  R.  Haynes  about  1897 
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The  Haynes  Mill  at  Avondale 


Chapter  Sixteen 


When  R.  R.  Haynes  chose  the  spot  on  which  to 
build  Cliffside  and  Cliffside  Mills,  he  chose  a  spot  endowed 
with  a  wealth  of  natural  beauty.  Built  on  three  hills,  it  is  well 
adapted  to  fit  the  name  of  “Cliffside”.  A  few  hundred  feet 
below  the  dam,  the  river  makes  a  sharp  turn,  forming  a  horse¬ 
shoe  on  which  River  Street  was  laid  out.  In  describing  this 
curve  Cliffside  residents  used  to  say  that  a  person  could  stand 
on  River  Street  and  throw  a  stone  in  the  river  on  either  side. 

In  bygone  years  before  automobiles  and  the  day  of  movie 
theatres,  Cliffside  had  amusements  for  the  young  people  equal 
to  any  town  of  its  size. 

On  Sunday  afternoons  the  Cliffside  train  made  regular 
trips  to  Cliffside  Junction.  Residents,  both  young  and  old 
enjoyed  rides  on  the  train,  especially  in  the  summer  time. 

Then  there  were  frequent  entertainments  in  the  town  hall 
or  school  building,  such  as  plays  by  local  talent,  school  pro¬ 
grams,  etc.  There  were  box  suppers  and  ice  cream  suppers  in 
the  summer  and  oyster  suppers  in  the  winter.  When  the  Main 
Store  of  the  organization  received  shipments  of  dry  goods  in 
the  fall  or  spring  seasons,  they  put  on  an  “opening”  and  every¬ 
body  turned  out  for  these  occasions.  The  Cliffside  Band  fur¬ 
nished  music,  while  everyone  looked  over  the  new  stock  of 
clothing  for  all  ages.  The  millinery  department  of  the  store 
displayed  ladies’  hats,  and  this  department  drew  particular 
attention. 
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Perhaps  the  most  popular  form  of  amusement  was  the  boat 
riding  on  the  river.  A  Mullins  Pressed  Steel  gasoline  launch 
and  two  Mullins  steel  row  boats  were  kept  for  hire.  Besides 
these  there  were  numerous  wooden  row  boats  and  batteaux. 
Parties  from  out  of  town  often  came  to  enjoy  this  form  of 
recreation. 

Another  pastime,  and  one  which  is  still  enjoyed  more  or 
less  at  the  present  time,  was  the  “drawing-off”  of  the  pond. 
Many  would-be  fishermen  of  all  ages  waded  in  below  the  dam 
to  get  their  share  of  cat-fish,  perch,  carp  and  eels,  which  seemed 
to  abound  in  the  river.  Further  up  along  the  banks  of  the  river 
one  could  see  baskets  set  for  catching  fish,  and  men  and  boys 
using  the  ancient  dip-net  method. 

There  was  a  park  built  on  a  wooded  slope  between  the  rail¬ 
road  and  the  river.  Rustic  seats  were  built  here  and  an  elevated 
band  stand  stood  in  the  center.  The  Haynes  Band  often  gave 
concerts  there  on  Sunday  afternoons.  A  lemonade  stand  was 
usually  set  up  to  furnish  refreshments  on  special  occasions. 

None  of  these  now  exist,  but  the  older  residents  of  Cliffside 
no  doubt  have  nostalgic  memories  of  them. 
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Chapter  Seventeen 


BEING  a  man  of  wonderful  detail  and  system,  R.  R. 
Haynes  kept  personally  in  touch  with  his  various  interests.  His 
investments  in  lands  led  him  to  be  known  as  perhaps  the 
largest  real  estate  owner  in  Rutherford  and  Cleveland  counties, 
having  extensive  holdings  in  both  counties. 

In  addition  to  Haynes  Store  No.  3  at  Ferry,  and  Haynes 
Store  No.  1  at  Henrietta,  he  also  owned  Haynes  Store  No.  2 
in  the  section  known  as  West  Henrietta,  where  he  owned  several 
hundred  acres  of  land.  These  stores  served  a  large  area  and 
carried  a  complete  line  of  dry  goods,  groceries,  hardware,  etc. 

In  West  Henrietta  he  had  built  a  large  warehouse  with  the 
expectation  of  building  a  mill  later  on.  The  Cliffside  Railroad 
was  extended  to  this  location,  crossing  the  Second  Broad  River 
at  near  where  the  old  iron  works  was  located.  His  death  oc¬ 
curred  before  building  plans  had  begun  to  materialize.  The 
mill  was  not  built  and  that  part  of  the  railroad  running  into 
West  Henrietta  was  dismantled,  and  the  bridge  across  the  river 
was  removed. 

Shortly  before  his  death  he  had  formed  and  organized  the 
Broad  River  Electric  Power  Co.  of  which  he  was  president  and 
his  son-in-law,  Barron  P.  Caldwell,  secretary  and  treasurer. 
The  land  for  this  power  development  had  been  bought,  and 
work  was  well  underway  in  preparation  for  building  to  begin. 
On  March  1,  1917,  three  weeks  following  R.  R.  Haynes’  death, 
Ceasar  Cone  who  was  interested  with  him  in  this  project  died. 
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On  account  of  their  deaths  and  the  first  world  war,  as  well  as 
other  factors,  the  power  sites  were  sold  to  Duke  Power  Co. 
and  the  project  was  not  completed. 

During  the  years  he  held  many  official  positions  with 
various  banks,  as  well  as  being  President  of  The  Haynes  Bank 
which  he  organized.  He  was  Vice-President  of  Commercial 
Bank  of  Rutherfordton,  a  director  of  Charlotte  National  Bank 
of  Charlotte,  a  director  of  Southern  Loan  and  Savings  Bank 
of  Charlotte,  and  a  director  of  The  Forest  City  Bank  which 
was  changed  to  The  First  National  Bank  of  Forest  City. 

He  had  interests  in  the  lumber  business  with  J.  F.  Alex¬ 
ander,  Dr.  G.  E.  Young  and  Dr.  T.  B.  Lovelace.  He  was 
President  of  The  J.  F.  Alexander  Lumber  Co.  of  Lilesville, 
N.  C.,  and  was  also  President  of  The  Alexander-Haynes  Lum¬ 
ber  Co.  of  Juliette,  Ga. 
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Chapter  Eighteen 


IVlR.  HAYNES’  life  was  a  busy  and  productive 
one.  His  success  while  having  a  modest  beginning,  grew  steadily 
through  the  years.  Careful  management  of  all  his  enterprises, 
giving  thought  to  little  things,  practicing  economy,  being  never 
wasteful  characterized  him  as  a  man  destined  for  success  in 
all  his  undertakings. 

He  was  of  a  reserved  and  retiring  nature,  never  actively 
participating  in  public  affairs,  but  giving  quiet  and  effective 
advice  when  needed. 

With  the  ability  inherited  from  his  parents,  and  also  de¬ 
veloped  by  his  own  personal  efforts  and  study,  he  rose  to  the 
head  of  many  businesses. 

He  gave  liberally  to  his  church  and  all  religious  causes. 
Being  deeply  interested  in  education,  he  gave  liberally  to  its 
cause,  as  well  as  to  all  benevolent  purposes. 

He  was  thoroughly  unselfish,  almost  to  a  fault,  thinking 
first  of  others.  He  worked  diligently  at  plans  for  long  hours, 
sometimes  detrimental  to  his  health.  Humor  was  a  part  of  his 
nature,  and  he  enjoyed  telling  jokes  to  illustrate  thoughts  he 
wanted  to  convey. 

Friendliness  and  kindliness  were  two  of  his  greatest  attri¬ 
butes.  He  took  time  to  be  friendly  to  old  and  young,  rich  and 
poor,  white  and  black.  His  sympathies  were  warm  and  far 
reaching. 

The  integral  part  of  his  achievements  would  cover  many 
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pages.  Between  the  dates  of  his  birth  and  death  was  a  world 
of  experience  and  a  long  list  of  labors.  His  host  of  friends  would 
agree  that  his  interest  in,  and  his  thoughtfulness  of,  others,  was 
the  keynote  of  his  kind  personality. 

He  planned  thoughtfully  and  acted  wisely.  When  he  bought 
or  sold  land  he  sought  the  best  legal  advice  for  searching  the 
titles  and  having  the  deeds  made.  He  knew  how  to  pick  good 
men  for  supervising  work.  No  one  realized  more  than  he  that 
happiness  and  contentment  among  the  employees  depended 
on  the  service  and  kindness  and  consideration  extended  to  them. 
Consequently  the  employees  realized  that  their  happiness  de¬ 
pended  too  upon  the  pride  they  took  in  the  work  they  turned 
out  and  the  responsibility  they  assumed  toward  their  jobs. 
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Chapter  Nineteen 


The  Bible  was  his  constant  companion,  and  laid 
on  his  bedside  table  at  all  times.  Its  margins  were  well  marked, 
and  he  made  notes  of  his  favorite  scriptures.  Among  these  were 
the  following: 

“Woe  unto  him  that  buildeth  his  house  by  unrighteousness 
and  his  chambers  by  wrong;  that  useth  his  neighbors  wages 
and  giveth  him  not  for  his  work.”  Jer.  22:13. 

“Be  kindly  affectioned  one  to  another  with  brotherly  love; 
in  honor  preferring  one  another.  Not  slothful  in  business; 
fervent  in  spirit,  serving  the  Lord.  Rejoicing  in  hope,  patient 
in  tribulation,  continuing  instant  in  prayer,  distributing  to  the 
necessity  of  saints;  given  to  hospitality.”  Romans  12:  10-14. 

“For  God  hath  concluded  them  all  in  unbelief,  that  He 
might  have  mercy  upon  all.  O,  the  depth  of  the  riches,  both 
of  the  wisdom  and  knowledge  of  God.  How  unsearchable  are 
His  judgments,  and  His  ways  past  finding  out.”  Romans 
11:  32-33. 

“And  let  us  not  be  weary  in  well  doing,  for  we  shall  reap 
if  we  faint  not.”  Gal.  6:  9. 

“The  Lord  is  my  helper,  and  I  will  not  fear  what  man  shall 
do  unto  me.”  Hebrews  13:6. 

4 

“Beloved,  let  us  love  one  another  for  love  is  of  God,  and 
everyone  that  loveth  is  born  of  God  and  knoweth  God.  He 
that  loveth  not,  knoweth  not  God,  for  God  is  love. 

Love  worketh  no  ill  to  his  neighbor,  therefore  love  is  the 
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fulfilling  of  the  law.”  Romans  13 : 10. 

For  all  the  law  is  fulfilled  in  one  word.  Even  in  this  thou 
shalt  love  my  neighbor  as  thyself.”  Gal.  5:14. 

“And  He  answering  said,  thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God 
with  all  thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul,  and  with  all  thy 
strength,  and  with  all  thy  mind,  and  thy  neighbor  as  thyself. 
And  He  said  unto  him,  thou  hast  answered  right.  This  do  and 
thou  shalt  live.”  Luke  10:  27-28. 

And  hope  maketh  not  ashamed,  because  the  love  of  God 
is  shed  abroad  in  our  hearts,  by  the  Holy  Ghost  which  is  given 
unto  us.”  Romans  5:5. 

Robert  Louis  Stevenson’s  “A  Morning  Prayer”  was  a 
source  of  inspiration  at  the  beginning  of  a  busy  day. 

The  day  returns  and  brings  us  the  petty  round  of  irritating 
concerns  and  duties.  Help  us  to  play  the  man,  help  us  to  per¬ 
form  them  with  laughter  and  kind  faces,  let  cheerfulness  abound 
with  industry.  Give  us  to  go  blithely  on  our  business  all  this 
day.  Bring  us  to  our  resting  beds  weary  and  content  and 
undishonored,  and  grant  us  in  the  end  the  gift  of  sleep.” 
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Mrs.  Florence  Haynes  Jenkins 


Robert  E.  Haynes 
Died  January  9 ,  1930 


Mrs.  Sara  Haynes  Love 
Died  September  27 ,  1948 


Chas.  H.  Haynes 
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W alter  H .  Haynes 


Grover  C.  Haynes 
Died  March  1 ,  1950 


Mrs.  Eula  Haynes  Shull 


Mrs.  Virginia  Haynes  Caldwell 
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Store  building  in  Cliff  side  us  it  looked  in  bygone  years 


Sc 


cene  on 


Main  Street  in  Cliff  side,  showing  office  building  and  stores 
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Haynes  Store  No.  1  at  Henrietta  (now  Avondale)  built  by  R.  R.  Haynes  about 
1895.  This  store  was  usually  known  as  Haynes  Buck  Store. 


R.  R.  Ilaynes  built  this  store  in  West  Henrietta,  known  as  Haynes 
Store  No.  2 


The  Simmons  old  School  House 
still  stands. 


in  the  Ferry  Community.  This  building 
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Reunion  of  the  students  of  the  Simmons  Old  School  at  Ferry .  Picture 
made  in  the  summer  of  1953 
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7  he  Old  Corn  Mill  near  Cliff  side. 


Now  gone. 


Lakemew  Roller  Mill  near  Cliff  side.  Destroyed  by  Fire  in  1953 
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Chapter  Twenty 


R.  R.  HAYNES  believed  in  the  practical  wisdom 
contained  in  many  maxims  and  philosophical  sayings,  especially 
to  the  degree  that  many  of  them  applied  to  thoughtful,  calm 
daily  living. 

In  his  reading  he  would  often  make  notes  or  clip  out  of 
newspapers  various  quotations,  some  of  which  he  would  copy 
and  keep  among  his  daily  notes  and  memorandum.  Of  these 
some  were  of  a  humorous  trend,  others  of  a  more  serious  note. 
Here  are  a  few: 

“There  are  few  misunderstandings  that  will  survive  a  meet¬ 
ing  and  a  heart-to-heart  talk.  Life  is  too  short  for  misunder¬ 
standings,  particularly  those  that  a  personal  meeting  and  a 
personal  word  will  brush  away/’ 

“Remember  that  when  you  are  right  you  can  afford  to  keep 
your  temper,  and  when  you  are  wrong  you  cannot  afford  to 
lose  it.” 

“A  man  who  thinks  he  has  learned  all  there  is  to  learn  is 
a  bad  failure.” 

“Buy  what  you  have  no  need  of,  and  you  will  soon  have 
to  sell  your  necessities.” 

“Be  not  idle.  Lost  wealth  may  be  replaced  by  industry, 
lost  knowledge  by  study,  lost  health  by  medicine,  but  lost  time 
is  gone  forever.” 

“Beware  of  little  expenses.  A  small  leak  will  sink  a  ship.” 

“The  trials  of  life  would  all  be  much  easier  to  bear  if  we 
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could  only  take  the  point  of  view  of  a  year  hence.  The  trouble 
that  you  are  anticipating  may  never  come  at  all,  and  a  year 
hence,  even  the  cloud  may  have  passed,  leaving  the  horizon 
entirely  clear.  So  project  your  mind  a  year  hence  and  try  to 
feel  about  it  as  you  will  then.  Time  is  the  great  consoler  and 
the  settler  of  the  problems  of  life.  So  let  us  leave  the  trouble 
to  Time,  and  cease  to  worry  today.” 

“When  the  clouds  are  nearest  the  earth,  the  blue  sky  seems 
farthest  away,  but  a  little  rift  in  the  gloom  shows  how  very  near 
it  is.  That  is  like  God’s  love,  when  clouds  of  sorrow  darken 
our  souls.  He  is  nearer  us  then  than  ever.” 

He  found  this  quotation  amusing: 

“Philosophy  Of  Life.” 

“Did  it  ever  occur  to  you  that  a  man’s  life  is  full  of  tempta¬ 
tions?  He  comes  into  the  world  without  his  consent,  and  goes 
out  against  his  will,  and  the  trip  between  is  exceedingly  rocky. 
The  rule  of  contraries  is  one  of  the  features  of  this  trip.  When 
he  is  little  the  big  girls  kiss  him,  and  when  he  is  big  the  little 
girls  kiss  him.  If  he  is  poor  he  is  a  bad  manager;  if  he  is  rich 
he  is  dishonest.  If  he  needs  credit  he  can’t  get  it;  if  he  is 
prosperous  everyone  wants  to  do  him  a  favor.  If  he  is  in  politics, 
it  is  for  graft;  if  he  is  out  of  politics  he  is  no  good  to  his  country. 
If  he  doesn’t  give  to  charity,  he’s  stingy;  if  he  does  it  is 
for  show.  If  he  is  actively  religious,  he  is  a  hypocrite;  if 
he  takes  no  part  in  religion,  he’s  a  hardened  sinner.  If  he  gives 
affection,  he’s  a  soft  specimen;  if  he  cares  for  no  one,  he’s  cold¬ 
blooded.  If  he  dies  young,  there  was  a  great  future  before  him; 
if  he  lives  to  an  old  age,  he’s  missed  his  calling.  If  he  saves 
money,  he’s  a  grouch;  if  he  spends  it  he’s  a  loafer;  if  he  gets 
it  he’s  a  “bum,”  so  what’s  the  use.” 
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Chapter  Twenty-One 


M  R.  HAYNES  was  possessed  of  a  loving  and  gentle 
nature.  His  devotion  and  love  for  his  family  was  expressed 
in  many  ways. 

Often  in  his  busy  hours  he  would  take  time  to  sit  down  and 
concentrate  on  writing  a  letter  to  his  children,  pouring  out  his 
fieart,  giving  them  the  advice  he  felt  they  needed  in  their 
preparation  for  life. 

Such  letters  as  follow  here  attest  to  his  love  and  concern 
for  them: 


June  25,  1893. 

Ferry,  N.  C. 

Florence,  Bob,  Charley  and  Sallie. 

Dear  Children: 

First  of  all,  I  want  you  to  be  prepared  for  the  last  day, 
and  then  try  to  do  all  you  can  to  improve  your  talents,  and 
prepare  yourselves  for  life’s  battles.  You  can  be  cheerful  if  you 
try,  and  by  trying  it  will  become  natural  with  you. 

It  is  your  duty,  being  the  four  oldest,  to  try  all  you  can 
to  make  our  home  pleasant,  and  make  it  pleasant  for  the  other 
children,  and  all  that  are  with  ms  at  any  time,  servants  or 
company,  and  by  so  doing  it  will  be  much  more  pleasant  for 
each  of  you  and  all  of  us. 

Nothing  can  please  me  more  now  than  to  see  you  children 
well  and  good  and  happy.  Some  time,  we  can’t  tell  when,  we 
will  have  to  be  separated,  and  let  us  all  so  live  and  try  to  make 
our  home  happy  so  that  when  one  in  gone,  those  of  us  that 
remain  can  look  back  to  the  pleasant  days  that  a  loving  father 
and  eight  dear  children  spent  together.  It  will  be  so  with  me, 
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if  I  should  be  one  that  remains  after  either  of  you  are  gone.  If 
we  should  all  live  long  we  may  have  to  be  separated  on  account 
of  business,  schools  or  something  else. 

We  have  plenty  of  the  comforts  of  life,  and  you  children 
are  all,  so  far,  blessed  with  good  health,  all  of  which  we  ought 
to  be  thankful  for.  You  children  have  not  such  sore  and  lasting 
troubles  as  I  have,  and  ought  to  be  cheerful  and  happy. 

Try  to  be  kind  and  polite  to  all  with  whom  you  come  in 
contact,  and  at  all  times  if  you  do  not  know  what  is  right  to 
do,  ask  me  and  I  will  tell  you  as  best  I  know.  The  younger 
children  will  follow  your  footsteps,  and  it  is  very  important 
that  you  lay  a  good  example  in  many  ways  by  being  polite  to 
each  other  and  kind  too,  also  to  every  one  else. 

Try  to  cultivate  a  disposition  to  try  to  do  all  you  can  for 
others  and  not  to  expect  too  much  of  others  for  yourselves. 
Some  people  seem  to  always  be  expecting  others  to  show  friend¬ 
ship  and  do  little  deeds  of  kindness,  and  never  think  of  it  being 
their  duty  to  do  the  same  for  others. 

Try  to  be  polite  and  kind  to  all,  let  them  be  ever  so  humble 
and  by  so  doing  you  will  always  have  friends. 

All  of  you  read  this,  and  try  to  remember  every  word  I 
have  written. 

From  your  loving  father, 

R.  R.  Haynes. 


The  Langren  Hotel 
Asheville,  N.  C. 
Sept.  20,  1913 

To  my  children,  one  and  all: 

“Seek  ye  first  the  kindgdom  of  God  and  His  righteous¬ 
ness.”  Then  try  to  do  all  the  good  in  the  world  you  can  in 
every  way,  and  you  will  have  done  well. 

Your  loving  papa, 

R.  R.  Haynes. 
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Chapter  Twenty-Two 


ROBERT  E.  HAYNES,  oldest  son  of  R.  R.  Haynes 
attended  Baird’s  Military  School  in  Charlotte  and  Wake  Forest 
College.  He  was  for  some  time  the  manager  of  his  father’s 
store  at  Henrietta  known  as  Haynes  Store  No.  1.  After  his 
father’s  death  he  moved  to  Lakeview  near  Cliffside,  where  he 
had  charge  of  the  roller  mill  for  a  time.  In  earlier  years  he  had 
lived  in  Lincolnton  where  he  was  manager  of  the  E&R  Love 
store.  He  had  also  lived  in  Rutherfordton  where  he  owned 
and  operated  The  Haynes  Bottling  Works.  He  died  January  9, 
1930. 

Walter  H.  Haynes  attended  Baird’s  Military  School  in 
Charlotte,  and  Guilford  College.  When  a  young  man  he  owned 
and  operated  a  store  in  Lincolnton.  After  coming  back  to 
Rutherford  County,  he  for  a  number  of  years  supervised  his 
father’s  store  at  Ferry  known  as  Haynes  Store  No.  3,  and  for 
a  short  time  was  manager  of  Haynes  Store  No.  2  in  West  Hen¬ 
rietta.  He  also  managed  the  large  farm  in  and  around  Ferry 
as  well  as  ran  the  cotton  gin  in  that  community.  After  moving 
to  Cliffside  he  was  vice-president  of  Cliffside  Mills  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years.  He  built  and  owned  the  Romina  Theater  in 
Forest  City  and  developed  Chestnut  Hill.  He  established  an 
antique  shop  near  Cliffside  which  he  operated  for  sometime. 
In  1923  he  took  the  agency  for  Standard  Oil  Co.  in  this  area, 
and  in  1931  he  organized  and  became  president  of  Hodge  Oil 
Co.  of  Cliffside  in  which  he  still  has  an  interest. 
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Grover  C.  Haynes  attended  Baird’s  Military  School  in 
Charlotte  and  Guilford  College.  He  became  a  dentist,  grad¬ 
uating  from  Atlanta  Dental  College,  Atlanta,  Ga.  and  returning 
to  Cliffside  he  practiced  his  profession.  Retiring  from  practice 
after  a  few  years,  he  held  the  office  of  treasurer  of  Cliffside 
Mills  for  several  years.  He  and  his  family  lived  in  Winter 
Haven,  Florida  for  a  number  of  years  where  he  owned  several 
orange  groves  and  was  active  in  the  real  estate  business.  After 
moving  back  to  Cliffside  he  was  associated  with  Hodge  Oil  Co. 
until  his  death  on  March  1,  1950. 

Chas.  H.  Haynes  attended  Baird’s  Military  School  in  Char¬ 
lotte  and  Guilford  College.  He  became  his  father’s  successor, 
having  been  associated  with  him  in  Cliffside  Mills  since  its 
beginning.  An  account  of  his  activities  is  found  further  on  in 
this  history. 
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Chapter  Twenty-Three 


In  THE  summer  of  1916  R.  R.  Haynes’  health 
began  to  fail.  That  was  the  summer  when  continued  heavy 
rains  flooded  sections  in  and  around  Rutherford  County. 

The  waters  of  the  river  under  the  bridge  at  Cliffside  rose 
steadily,  finally  coming  over  the  floor  of  the  bridge,  bringing 
with  it  the  danger  of  the  bridge  itself  being  swept  away.  Men 
at  Cliffside  joined  in  helping  to  anchor  the  bridge  with  cables 
held  fast  to  supports  until  the  waters  had  receded. 

So  concerned  was  R.  R.  Haynes  over  the  impending  danger 
that  was  threatening  flooded  conditions  around  the  mill,  that 
he  insisted  on  leaving  his  sick  room,  and  being  taken  down  to 
the  scene,  where  he  helped  to  direct  operations. 

On  Christmas  Day  of  that  year  he  was  somewhat  improved 
and  enjoyed  the  day  around  his  fireside  with  his  children  and 
grandchildren.  He  always  looked  forward  with  happy  antici¬ 
pation  to  the  traditional  home  coming  of  his  family  for  Christ¬ 
mas  dinner. 

On  this  particular  day  he  expressed  the  wish  to  have  pho¬ 
tographs  made  of  the  families.  This  was  done  in  front  of  his 
home.  Also  photographs  were  made  of  him  with  his  eight  chil¬ 
dren.  No  one  dreamed  that  this  was  destined  to  be  the  last 
Christmas  Day  he  was  to  spend  with  his  loved  ones  gathered 
around  him.  Found  among  the  papers  in  his  desk  after  his 
funeral  were  these  letters  written  that  night  before  he  retired. 
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Christmas  Night 
1916 

To  my  children  and  grandchildren  and  other  loved  ones: 

Was  glad  to  have  you  all  with  me  today,  and  while  I  am 
not  at  all  well,  the  day  has  been  pleasant  to  me  and  I  hope  it 
has  been  so  to  each  of  you. 

As  I  said  today,  we  may  be  spared  to  each  other  many  days 
yet,  but  in  all  probability  we  may  not  all  be  spared  to  spend 
another  Christmas  together  in  this  world.  May  God  bless  us 
all,  and  bless  you  all. 

Your  loving  father  and  grandfather, 

R.  R.  Haynes. 

Cliffside,  N.C. 

Christmas  Night,  1916 

I  just  want  to  say  that  I  know  full  well  that  some  of  these 
days  I  shall  have  to  give  up  this  life.  All  of  us  will  have  to, 
how  soon  none  of  us  can  tell,  and  it  is  no  doubt  best  that  we 
do  not  know. 

I  want  to  say  in  this  connection  that  I  feel  that  I  have 
done  my  duty  to  my  family  and  loved  ones  and  to  my  country. 
It  is  true  that  I  have  had  many  obstacles,  but  I  have  dis¬ 
charged  my  duty  as  best  I  could,  all  things  considered. 

My  conscience  is  clear  so  far  as  my  treatment  of  my  fellow- 
man,  and  in  every  way,  and  I  hope  my  country  will  not  be  any 
the  worse  by  my  having  lived  as  long  as  I  have  in  this  world. 

I  hope  too,  that  the  undeveloped  plans  I  have  laid  may 
all  some  day  be  complete  and  the  country  be  blessed  and 
benefited  by  them,  and  that  my  friends  and  loved  ones  be 
blessed  in  many  ways,  and  that  they  be  better  men  and  women 
and  that  they  too  can  and  will  serve  their  country  as  best  they 
can,  and  serve  each  other  in  a  way  that  is  right,  and  we  all  may 
meet  by  and  by  up  yonder  where  we  can  live  as  an  unbroken 
family  in  Heaven. 

There  are  many  more  things  I  would  like  to  say  or  write, 
but  probably  it  is  just  as  well  to  only  say  this  much. 

If  they  should  outlive  me,  I  would  like  that  at  least  the 
following  persons  be  allowed  to  speak  of  what  they  know  of  my 
life  and  character  at  my  burial  in  the  hope  that  it  might  do 
some  good  to  at  least  some  of  the  young  boys  that  will  have 
to  take  the  places  of  us  that  will  have  to  pass  away  sooner: 
Rev.  D.  J.  Hunt  Judge  J.  L.  Webb  Dr.  T.  B.  Lovelace 
Rev.  Mr.  Swofford  J.  F.  Alexander  Clyde  R.  Hoey 
Judge  M.  H.  Justice  W.  L.  Packard  R.  L.  Ryburn 
and  any  others  that  care  to  or  will. 

With  love  to  all, 
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R.  R.  Haynes. 


*$■ 
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Clijfside  Mills  in  the  early  days,  with  the  old  iron  bridge  in  foreground 
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Scene  at  cotton  warehouses  in  Cliffside,  soon  after  the  beginning  of  operations 
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Cliff  side  Mills  before  finishing  building  was  erected 
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Artist's  sketch  of  Cliff  side  Mills 
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Scene  of  town  square  in  Cliff  side  in  1913 
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Cliff  side  Mills  with  view  of  the  pond 
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First  engine  and  coach  used  on  Cliff  side  Railroad.  They  had  formerly  been  used 
on  elevated  railways  in  New  York  City  in  the  early  1890's. 
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The  R.  R.  Haynes  Memorial  Building  in  Cliff  side 


Chapter  Twenty-Four 


]V1  R.  HAYNES  may  have  felt  in  his  heart  that  the 
summons  would  come  soon.  A  few  weeks  after  Christmas  of 
1916,  he  with  his  youngest  son,  Grover,  went  to  his  winter  home 
in  St.  Petersburg,  Florida  for  a  rest  which  he  needed,  and  which 
he  felt  might  be  the  means  of  helping  to  regain  his  health.  The 
trip  was  made  by  train.  His  faithful  servant,  Horace  Carpen¬ 
ter,  who  had  been  with  him  for  many  years  followed  a  few 
days  later  in  the  Haynes  car  bringing  with  him  Crawford  Car¬ 
penter,  Ed  Carpenter  and  G.  K.  Moore,  Jr.,  who  worked  for 
Mr.  Haynes  at  Cliffside,  and  to  whom  he  wanted  to  give  this 
trip  and  a  little  vacation. 

On  February  6,  1917,  only  a  few  days  after  arriving  at  his 
winter  home,  he  passed  suddenly  and  quietly  away  while  talking 
with  a  neighbor  in  the  yard  at  his  home.  The  shock  and  grief 
was  overwhelming  to  his  family.  The  town  of  Cliffside  was 
saddened  by  the  shocking  news  of  his  sudden  death.  Their 
leader  was  gone,  and  each  felt  a  personal  loss  in  the  death  of 
this  man  who  had  lived  so  close  to  them,  and  who  had  done 
so  much  for  them. 

The  funeral  held  at  Cliffside  Baptist  Church,  Feb.  9,  1917 
was  attended  by  more  than  3000  people.  The  large  church 
could  not  hold  them.  The  graded  school  building  nearby  was 
opened  and  made  comfortable,  but  it  could  not  yet  accommo¬ 
date  many  who  stood  outside.  These  people  came  from  all 
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walks  of  life  to  pay  their  last  respects  to  this  good  man  whom 
they  held  in  high  esteem,  love  and  respect. 

His  body  was  laid  to  rest  in  Cliffside  Cemetery,  over¬ 
overlooking  the  town  he  built  and  loved  so  much.  On  the 
granite  which  marks  his  grave  is  this  epitaph,  which  he  had 
written  two  years  before,  leaving  it  in  his  desk,  requesting  that 
it  be  used  on  the  stone  that  would  mark  the  place  of  his  final 
rest. 

“Weep  not  for  me  now  that  I  am  gone.  The  same  hand  that 
has  led  me  through  life’s  scenes  so  severe,  has  kindly  assisted 
me  home.” 

On  Sunday  Feb.  11,  1917  at  a  Memorial  service  held  in  the 
Cliffside  Baptist  Church,  high  tributes  were  paid  to  his  noble 
work.  Friends  spoke  of  his  wonderful  life  of  service  to  his 
fellowmen,  and  of  his  warm  and  sympathetic  interest  in  the 
people  of  Cliffside,  each  of  whom  he  knew  personally. 

On  June  24,  1922  the  R.  R.  Haynes  Memorial  Building  was 
formally  opened  and  dedicated,  built  for  the  people  of  Cliffside, 
and  to  honor  this  man  of  high  ideals,  whose  life  work  was 
dedicated  to  helping  others. 

In  the  words  of  Longfellow,  it  can  be  truly  said  of 
R.  R.  Haynes: 


“Lives  of  great  men  all  remind  us 
We  can  make  our  lives  sublimey 
And  departing  leave  behind  us 
Footprints  on  the  sands  of  time  ” 
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Chapter  Twenty-Five 


In  MAY  1917,  at  the  first  directors’  meeting  fol¬ 
lowing  the  death  of  R.  R.  Haynes,  the  following  were  elected 
officers  of  Cliffside  Mills:  Chas.  H.  Haynes,  president;  Walter 
H.  Haynes,  vice-president;  Grover  C.  Haynes,  treasurer;  Z.  O. 
Jenkins,  secretary. 

There  continued  to  exist  in  Cliffside  that  spirit  of  coopera¬ 
tion  which  made  for  the  happiness  and  contentment  of  the 
whole  town.  This  spirit  was  promoted  by  his  children  in  keeping 
with  the  ideals  of  their  illustrious  father. 

The  presidency  of  Cliffside  Mills,  Cliffside  Railroad  and 
The  Haynes  Bank  passed  into  the  hands  of  his  son,  Chas.  H. 
Haynes,  whose  nature  and  executive  ability  reflected  the  traits 
of  his  time-honored  father.  Under  his  direction  the  mills,  the 
town  and  the  general  business  of  each  continued  to  prosper 
and  advance  in  their  scope  of  usefulness. 

He  had  been  in  his  father’s  office  since  he  left  college  in 
1901,  and  there  was  not  a  detail  of  the  work  with  which  he  was 
not  thoroughly  familiar.  His  executive  ability  with  other  busi¬ 
ness  qualifications,  and  the  public  confidence  he  had  already 
won,  rendered  him  exceptionally  well  adapted  to  assume  his 
father’s  responsibilities  and  become  his  successor.  He  had  lived 
in  close  association  with  his  father,  and  went  about  with  con¬ 
scientious  care  the  great  labors  left  him. 

He  was  named  in  his  father’s  will  as  executor  and  trustee 
of  the  estate,  providing  for  him  to  carry  on  the  businesses  for 
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ten  years  before  making  distribution.  At  the  end  of  this  period 
the  estate  had  about  doubled  its  original  size  and  worth. 

The  Haynes  Mill  and  the  town  of  Avondale  (named  by 
R.  R.  Haynes  for  his  winter  home  in  Florida)  were  under  con¬ 
struction  at  the  time  of  his  death,  having  been  begun  in  1916. 
The  task  of  completing  the  mill  and  town  was  taken  up  by 
Chas.  H.  Haynes,  and  went  on  to  completion  under  his  direc¬ 
tion.  Later,  Cliffside  Mills  purchased  all  the  assets  of  the 
Haynes  Mill,  and  afterwards  it  was  known  as  the  Haynes  Plant 
of  Cliffside  Mills. 

During  the  next  several  years  economic  conditions  influ¬ 
enced  business  in  different  ways.  Cliffside  Mills  had  made 
ginghams  since  the  beginning  of  its  operations  in  1902. 

After  careful  decisions  from  every  angle,  a  different  product 
in  the  form  of  terry  towels,  came  under  consideration. 

Re-tooling  the  mill  for  the  production  of  towels  was  a  big 
job,  requiring  time  and  expense. 

Gingham  looms  were  dismantled  and  moved  out,  and  were 
replaced  by  looms  for  weaving  towels.  The  transition  was 
finally  completed  and  in  the  course  of  time  the  mill  was  turning 
out  terry  towels  in  beautiful  colors. 

World  War  II  came  along  to  take  its  toll  of  young  men 
from  the  mill  to  go  overseas  to  fight,  some  of  whom  made  the 
supreme  sacrifice. 

Cliffside,  no  different  from  other  towns,  felt  the  impact  of 
changing  conditions.  The  mill  under  good  leadership  kept  on 
a  steady  schedule,  and  the  servicemen,  as  they  returned  were 
given  back  the  jobs  they  held  before  going  to  war. 

Chas.  H.  Haynes’  long  service  with  Cliffside  Mills  ended 
with  his  retirement  from  active  duty  on  January  31  1945 
when  he  was  elected  Chairman  of  the  Board,  from  which 
position  he  retired  at  the  end  of  1951. 

Before  he  retired,  a  consolidation  of  Cliffside  Mills  in- 
including  its  Haynes  Mill  Plant,  was  made  with  the  Cone  Mills 
Corporation  of  Greensboro,  N.  C.  of  which  he  became  a  director. 

He  served  as  president  of  Cliffside  Railroad  from  1917  to 
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1945,  and  since  then  as  Chairman  of  the  Board.  He  served 
as  vice-president  and  director  of  The  Haynes  Bank  since  it 
was  incorporated  in  1907  to  1917,  and  as  president  from  1917 
to  January  1952  when  he  resigned  and  became  Chairman  of 
the  Board.  He  is  Chairman  of  the  Cliffside  School  Board  and 
a  Trustee  of  Rutherford  Hospital. 

Since  his  retirement  he  has  continued  to  maintain  an  active 
interest  in  the  civic  affairs  of  Cliffside  and  his  native  County 
of  Rutherford,  being  intensely  interested  in  the  progress  and 
advancement  of  both. 

The  Haynes  home  in  Cliffside,  where  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chas. 
H.  Haynes  live,  was  built  by  R.  R.  Haynes  about  fifty  years 
ago.  Through  the  years  it  has  undergone  periods  of  remodeling 
both  inside  and  outside.  However,  its  exterior  still  retains  much 
of  the  beautiful  architecture  of  homes  built  in  that  era. 
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Chapter  Twenty-Six 


In  1919  ground  was  broken  for  the  erection  of  the 
R.  R.  Haynes  Memorial  Building.  Under  the  direction  of  G.  K. 
Moore  the  construction  went  steadily  forward,  and  on  Saturday 
June  24,  1922,  the  building  was  formally  dedicated  and  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  citizens  of  Cliffside. 

On  the  occasion  of  the  dedication,  many  close  friends  of 
the  late  R.  R.  Haynes  were  present  to  pay  tribute  to  his 
memory. 

Chas.  H.  Haynes  presented  the  building.  Responses  were 
made  by  Maurice  Hendrick  and  P.  C.  Hawkins,  both  of  whom 
up  to  that  time  had  spent  many  years  working  in  Cliffside. 

Tributes  to  the  life  and  works  of  R.  R.  Haynes  were  made 
by  Judge  J.  L.  Webb,  Dr.  T.  B.  Lovelace,  Mr.  R.  L.  Ryburn, 
Mr.  J.  F.  Alexander  and  Mr.  W.  L.  Packard,  at  that  time 
Superintendent  of  Cliffside  Mills. 

Mr.  Clyde  A.  Erwin  introduced  the  principal  speaker  of 
the  evening,  the  Hon.  Clyde  R.  Hoey  who  was  a  close  personal 
friend  of  R.  R.  Haynes.  He  paid  high  honor  in  his  address  to 
the  man  in  whose  memory  the  building  was  being  dedicated. 
Short  talks  were  made  by  Rev.  D.  J.  Hunt  and  Rev.  A.  C. 
Swafford,  both  former  pastors  of  the  Baptist  and  Methodist 
Churches  at  Cliffside. 

Every  phase  of  the  good  works  of  R.  R.  Haynes  was  summed 
up  in  the  words  of  Rev.  Hunt  when  he  said: 
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“As  a  Christian  he  was  a  man  of  strong  faith  and 
sought  God’s  guidance  in  everything.  His  life  was  a  con¬ 
tinuous  ministry.  He  saw  and  seized  his  opportunity,  and 
with  the  poet  was  saying,  ‘Let  me  live  in  a  house  by  the 
side  of  the  road  and  be  a  friend  to  man.’  He  knew  more 
people,  rendered  more  kindnesses,  fed  more,  advised  more 
and  helped  more  people  in  more  ways  than  any  other  man 
in  this  section. 

“In  helping  others  he  was  sensible.  He  preferred  to 
help  men  to  help  themselves.  He  knew  it  was  little  use  to 
help  any  one  who  would  not  help  himself.  He  felt  that  the 
ideal  world  was  one  in  which  its  citizens  were  free  from 
ignorance,  poverty  and  pain.  This  house  is  a  memorial  to 
a  man  who  not  only  sympathized  with  the  poor,  but  helped 
them  to  a  better  life.  That  he  was  public  spirted,  let  the 
schools  and  churches  speak  from  all  over  the  land.  That  he 
loved  his  neighbor  is  evident  for  he  rejoiced  in  the  pros¬ 
perity  of  the  humblest. 

“That  his  mind  was  great  and  his  heart  large  is  seen  in 
this  splendid  enterprise,  and  the  peace  and  happiness  of 
our  citizens,  and  his  strong  hold  on  the  people  he  loved 
and  served.  To  the  donors,  let  me  say  that  in  no  better 
way  could  you  have  honored  the  dead  than  by  helping 
the  living.  May  we  be  able  to  see  how  well  the  life  of 
Raleigh  Rutherford  Haynes  has  been  wrought  into  this 
building  and  your  love  and  devotion  in  producing  his  life 
so  perfectly  and  presenting  it  to  us  so  lovingly.  May  it 
be  enshrined  in  our  memories  and  bless  not  only  the 
present,  but  future  generations.” 
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Chapter  T wenty-Seven 


OUNG  men  from  Cliffside  have  given  service  in 
three  wars:  World  War  1,  World  War  2,  and  the  Korean  War. 

In  the  drive  for  scrap  metal  in  World  War  2,  Cliffside  Mills 
and  the  Haynes  Mill  went  on  record  as  having  furnished 
2,510,520  pounds  scrap  iron,  12,000  pounds  scrap  brass,  zinc 
and  copper,  and  37,000  pounds  waste  paper. 

An  interesting  history  of  the  night  watchmen  who  have 
worked  for  Cliffside  Mills  concerns  the  M^cCurry  family  of 
which  the  fourth  generation  is  living  in  Cliffside.  Soon  after 
the  mill  started  operations,  Wilch  McCurry  was  employed  as 
night  watchman.  After  a  number  of  years  service  his  son, 
Berry  McCurry,  took  his  place.  Before  he  retired  his  son 
Jesse  began  as  watchman,  and  with  his  father  he  continued 
to  work  in  this  capacity  for  a  few  years,  making  the  third  gen¬ 
eration  to  work  as  night  watchman. 

Many  changes  and  improvements  have  taken  place  in  Cliff¬ 
side  in  the  intervening  years  since  1917. 

Many  families  have  moved  away  to  farms  which  they 
bought  with  savings  while  working  in  the  mill.  Many  others 
have  gone  out  to  pulpits  as  ministers  of  the  Gospel,  and  others 
to  teach  in  school  rooms,  and  many  to  make  their  mark  in  the 
world  in  different  ways. 

The  old  scenes  have  passed,  but  many  of  the  older  residents 
stdl  live  here,  as  well  as  their  descendants  of  two  and  three 
generations. 
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First  home  of  The  Haynes  Bank.  Established  at  Henrietta,  (now  Avondale)  in  1907 
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The  Haynes  Bank  at  Cliff  side.  Built  in  1948 


Covering  the  half-century  operation  of  the  mill  at  Cliffside, 
its  superintendents  have  numbered  nine,  in  succession  as 
follows: 


L.  A.  Hughes 
T.  L.  Saunders 
L.  L.  Worrell 
W.  L.  Packard 
Maurice  Hendrick 
Plato  C.  Hawkins 
E.  T.  Combs 
J.  A.  Talbert 
H.  Paul  Bridges 

Among  these,  Maurice  Hendrick  started  work  at  the  mill 
in  1910  after  his  graduation  from  State  College  in  Raleigh, 
N.C.  He  gave  long  and  faithful  service.  From  his  work 
in  various  departments  he  was  promoted  to  overseer,  then 
to  superintendent,  later  to  secretary  and  general  manager,  and 
then  to  president  which  office  he  held  until  his  resignation 
in  1951. 

H.  Paul  Bridges  was  born  and  reared  in  Cliffside.  He  worked 
in  Cliffside  Mill  while  attending  high  school  and  between  his 
college  years.  He  graduated  from  Clemson  College  in  1935. 
After  graduation  he  held  positions  as  assistant  designer, 
designer  and  production  manager,  assistant  superintendent  and 
was  appointed  superintendent  in  1950,  which  position  he 
now  holds. 

The  late  A.  Myles  Haynes,  Sr.  was  a  nephew  of  R.  R. 
Haynes,  and  served  as  cashier  of  Cliffside  Mills  for  a  number 
of  years.  Others  serving  in  an  official  capacity  in  addition  to 
those  mentioned  heretofore,  are  G.  C.  Shuford  as  secretary  and 
later  as  treasurer  for  several  years,  and  Hollis  M.  Owens,  Sr. 
secretary  from  1942  to  1945. 

On  January  1,  1948  Cliffside  Mills,  including  its  Haynes 
Plant,  was  consolidated  with  Cone  Mills  Corporation  of  Greens¬ 
boro,  N.  C.,  of  which  Mr.  Herman  Cone  is  President  and  Chair- 


91 


man  of  the  Board.  Mr.  Earle  R.  Stall  is  a  vice-president,  also  a 
director.  Mr.  M!.  A.  Bearden  of  Cliffside  is  General  M^anager 
of  the  Cliffside  Plant  and  the  Haynes  Plant  which  comprise 
the  Cliffside  Division  of  the  Cone  Mills  Corporation. 
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Chapter  Twenty-Eight 


TOWN  CLOCK 

(Written  by  the  author  about  1947) 


For  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century,  its  two  hands 
have  pointed  the  time  to  us  from  its  tower  atop  the  Haynes 
Memorial  Building. 

Its  chimes  in  tones  clear  and  musical  have  sounded  the 
hours  day  after  day  and  year  after  year  faithfully  and  untir¬ 
ingly.^  In  every  kind  of  weather  it  is  there  steadfast  in  the 
performance  of  its  duty. 

During  the  cool  mists  of  morning  it  looks  down  on  the 
newsboys  waiting  for  their  morning  papers.  It  listens  to  the 
chatter  of  birds  wakening  from  their  night’s  rest. 

In  the  sweltering  summer  midday  it  never  stops  for  a  nap. 
During  the  gentle  patter  of  rain,  it  looks  cheerfully  through 
the  drip.  In  the  soundless  fall  of  snow  it  seems  to  work  in 
accordance  in  its  noiseless  way. 

Its  four  faces  look  steadily,  each  in  its  own  direction.  On 
the  north  when  the  cold  winds  and  snow  storms  covers  its 
face,  you  know  underneath  it  is  ticking  away  the  minutes.  On 
the  east  it  watches  each  morning  for  the  first  rays  of  the  sun. 
On  the  south  the  breezes  blow  gently  and  the  sun  warms  its 
countenance.  On  the  west  it  looks  into  the  glow  of  many  beau¬ 
tiful  sunsets. 

On  Sunday  mornings  when  our  church  bells  ring,  it  rev- 
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erently  and  peacefully  strikes  the  hour  as  little  children  go 
by  on  their  way  to  Sunday  School. 

It  has  sadly  watched  funeral  processions  wending  their 
way  to  the  cemetery.  It  has  watched  parades  and  heard  bands 
play.  It  has  carefully  watched  a  generation  of  children  go  by 
on  their  way  to  school,  and  now  years  afterward,  it  is  a  mute 
guardian  to  another  generation. 

Now  that  our  service  men  are  returning  from  foreign  lands, 
the  old  town  clock  seems  to  strike  a  fuller  note  to  welcome 
them  home.  They,  too,  are  surely  glad  to  see  the  old  clock, 
for  it  is  a  part  of  everything  that  means  home,  peace  and 
freedom.  It  means  the  little  town  where  many  of  them  were 
born  and  brought  up,  friends,  neighbors  and  loved  ones. 

In  loving  memory  of  our  boys  who  have  made  the  supreme 
sacrifice  and  will  not  return  to  us,  our  clock  will  toll  gently. 

As  the  years  go  by  it  will  continue  to  look  out  over  the 
housetops  of  Cliffside,  and  at  the  river  as  it  goes  under  the 

bridge,  and  wanders  on  to  where  the  wooded  hills  run  down  to 
its  edge. 

It  does  not  seem  an  inanimate  thing  as  clocks  go.  Rather 
it  seems  alive,  like  a  friendly  companion.  No  one  questions 
its  accuracy.  No  one  wants  to  see  what  makes  it  tick.  Every¬ 
one  takes  it  for  granted.  It  seems  ageless,  to  have  always 
been  there. 

After  the  day’s  duties  are  finished  and  night  approaches, 
a  gentle  stillness  settles  down  and  the  town  sleeps.  But  in 
the  silent  watches  of  the  night  our  town  clock  keeps  vigil. 

Again  in  the  hush  of  early  morning  there  it  is,  fresh  and  hopeful 
as  the  morning  itself. 
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GENEALOGICAL  CHART 
OF  THE  FAMILY  AND  DESCENDANTS 

OF 

RALEIGH  R.  HAYNES 

AND 

AMANDA  L.  CARPENTER 
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CHAS.  HAYNES 


SALLIE  HODGE 

DARLING  WEBB 

ELIZABETH  CHRISTOPHER 

JOHN  WALKER 

URSLEY  COVINGTON 

# 

ABRAM  WHITAKER 

NANCY  SMITH 

JOHNATHAN  CARPENTER 

MASSEY  TRAVIS  LEE 

JAMES  BABER 

MILDRED  ARTHUR 

GEORGE  SUTTLE 

NANCY  BYERS 

WILLIAM  BAXTER 

SALLIE  BERRYHILL 

JOHN  HAYNES 


CHAS.  HOOGE  HAYNES 


CELIA  WEBB 


COL.  ELIJAH  WALKER 


AMY  WHITAKER 


SARA  WALKER 


KINCHEN  CARPENTER 


ANNE  BABER 


TENNESSEE  CARPENTER 


BENJAMIN  SUTTLE 


SAL  L I E  BAXTER 


JUDITH  SUTTLE 
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RALEIGH 


AMANDA  L. 


FLORENCE  HAYNES 


R.  HAYNES 


CARPENTER 


1  ZEBULIN  O.  JENKINS 

FANNIE  MALLARD 

MARY  LATTIMORE 

CHAS.  H.  HAYNES 

CATHERINE  CULPEPPER 

SARA  HAYNES 

ROBERT  A.  LOVE 

v  WALTER  H.  HAYNES 

ELIZABETH  M*FALLS 

GROVER  C.  HAYNES 

INA  FORTUNE 

EULA  MAY  HAYNES 

O*  , ,US»  - 

VIRGINIA  HAYNES 

hCM.j* 


BARRON  P.  CALDWELL 


JESSIE 

EDITH 

HENRY 

SADIE 

INFANT  DAUGHTER 

JAMES  (DECEASED) 

MARY 


INFANT  SON 
FRANCES 
RALEIGH 
MARGARET 

CATHERINE  (deceased) 
JAMES  (  dec  eased) 


NO  CHILDREN 


ELIZABETH 
R.  ANDREW  JR. 
VIRGINIA  MAY 
EDNA 


AMANOA 
ROSA  MAE 
INFANT  DAUGHTER 


HAZEL 
INFANT  SON 
GROVER  C.  JR. 


JOSEPH  R.  JR. 
ELIZABETH 
WILLIAM  H. 
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Elizabeth 


DECEASED  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
FAMILY  OF  R.  R.  HAYNES 

Amanda  L.  Haynes  died  February  2,  1890 
Litia  C.  Haynes  died  November  3,  1892 
Raleigh  Rutherford  Haynes  died  February  6,  1917 
Robert  E.  Haynes  died  January  9,  1930 
Sara  Haynes  Love  died  September  27,  1948 
Grover  C.  Haynes  died  March  1,  1950 


GREAT  GRANDCHILDREN  OF 
RALEIGH  RUTHERFORD  HAYNES: 


Hollis  Monroe  Owens,  Jr. 
Andrew  Jenkins  Owens 
Charles  Haynes  Owens 
John  Columbus  Cowan,  III 
Robert  Jenkins  Cowan 
Edith  Frances  Jenkins  Dula 
Henry  Haynes  Jenkins,  Jr. 


Robert  Lee  Love 
Richard  Love 
Julian  Love 
Mary  Judith  Adams 
Andrew  Wilson  Adams 
Laura  Elizabeth  Dalton 
Walter  Harvey  Dalton 


Frances  Margaret  Harnll  Stamey  Reid  Haynes  Brawley 
Doris  Layne  Early 
James  Dennis  Camp,  Jr. 

Mary  Frances  Camp 
Robert  Cecil  Haynes 
James  William  Haynes 
Charles  Henry  Haynes 
Carolyn  Haynes  Spoon 
James  Merritt  Spoon,  III 
James  Spencer  Love,  Jr. 


Daniel  Lee  Brawley 
Janice  Haynes  Bridges 
Joseph  Rush  Shull,  III 
Graeme  Hunter  Shull 
Clarence  Alonzo  Griffin,  III 
Haynes  Glenn  Griffin 
Shelley  Haynes  Shull 
Catherine  Haynes  Shull 
Virginia  Haynes  Padgett 


GREAT-GREAT  GRANDCHILDREN  OF 
RALEIGH  RUTHERFORD  HAYNES: 

Mary  Frances  Owens  Russell  Lee  Early 

Jane  Lewis  Owens  Elizabeth  Ann  Early 

Kathy  Annita  Haynes  Michael  Allen  Dula 

Timothy  Charles  Dula 
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